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Amendment I. Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 


Amendment II. a well-regulated militia being necessary to 
the security of a free state, the right of the people to Keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 


Amendment TTI. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be 
quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in 
time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 


Amendment IV. tie right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches 
and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized. 


Amendment Vv No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war 
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense 
to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in 
any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of 


life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 


Amendment VI. tn all criminal prosecutions the accused 
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial 
jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtain-ing witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defense. 


Amendment VII. im suits at common law, where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the 
rules of the common law. 


Amendment VIII. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 


excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 


Amendment LX. The enumeration in the Constitution, of 
certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others 
retained by the people. 


Amendment X. The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are 
reserved to the states respectively, or to the people. 
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OVERVIEW OF AMERICA 


INstRucTOR: ALAN SCHOLL 


e Class Begins: Monday, September 16th 
e Class Ends: Monday, November 4th 
e Class Runs: 6:00-8:00p.m. CT 


Based on the best-selling DVD, this class will deliver 
a broad view of why we enjoy so much personal 
freedom and prosperity in America. 


This interactive class will explore the various 
systems of government throughout the world and 
the economic principles underlying each type of 
government — illustrating the great virtues 

of our unique nation. 


Learn more about FreedomProject Education's 
Christian-based, classical curriculum for 
kindergarten through high school. 


THE BIBLE AS CULTURE 
(Part One — the Torah) 


InstRUcTOR: DR. DUKE PESTA 


e Class Begins: Tuesday, September 17th 
e Class Ends: Tuesday, November 5th 
e Class Runs: 6:00-8:00p.m. CT 


The first of our six-part series on the Bible, this 
course explores the Torah (a.k.a. the Pentateuch), 
the first five books of the Old Testament. 


The Bible as Culture course offers unique insights on 
the Bible, incorporating theology, philosophy, his- 
tory, art, and literature in an eclectic and stimulating 
series of interactive lectures that highlight the Bible’s 
enduring impact on Western culture from ancient 
times down through today. 


ENROLLMENT LIMITED TO 
150 STUDENTS PER CLASS 
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EDUCATION 


Common Core: A Scheme to Rewrite Education 
by Alex Newman — Common Core — new national education 
standards that the federal government is bribing and coercing states 
to adopt — will harm students, not benefit them. 
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Orwellian Nightmare: Data-mining Your Kids 

by Alex Newman — Being implemented hand in hand with the 
new national curriculum standards being pushed on schools, called 
Common Core, is government surveillance of students. 


EDUCATION 

New Public School Policy 

by Brian Farmer — Schools in this country, from the university 
level down, were generally meant to produce moral, literate leaders. 
Now they aren’t. What changed and what can be done? 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Martian Flight of Fancy? 

by James D. Heiser, M.Div., S.I.M. — Astronaut and moonwalker 
Buzz Aldrin gives the state of plans to populate Mars. He tells how he 
believes occupying that planet should be done and could be done. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 
Taylor Caldwell: 


She Taught the World to Learn From History 

by Warren Mass — As an author, Taylor Caldwell cut through 
“cons.” In her novels, which were read by millions, she wove real 
political intrigue into fiction to warn how the elites take control. 
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Tom Hill, founder of Character First, shares 
practical advice for character-based 
leadership. A must read for any executive or 
manager — it will change your life! 
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electronic format. Contact info@characterfirst.com | 877.357.0001 
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About Breaking the Law 
and Guarding Borders 


The title for Kurt Williamsen’s article, 
“Our Land Is Their Land?” (June 17 issue), 
which was written in response to accusa- 
tions that THE NEw AMERICAN’ S positions 
against amnesty and for protecting the 
U.S. border are unconstitutional and un- 
Christian, was very appropriate, for some 
people presume that by escaping capture 
at our borders they now possess our land 
and all its benefits. I was almost surprised 
that Williamsen would respond to a let- 
ter claiming a “natural right” to illegally 
enter the land of another country and lay 
a “claim to it.” But he gave some good re- 
sponses indeed! 

All nations have boundaries that are nor- 
mally protected to prevent invasion. Other- 
wise, as Williamsen has written, we would 
indeed be overrun and cease to be a nation. 
Ronald Reagan stated, “A country without 
secure borders ceases to be a nation.” Our 
God, who ordained government, also gave 
us a book of instruction, and good govern- 
ment is ordained to protect its people. Acts 
17:26 reads: “And hath made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, and hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation.” 

My thought in these matters always 
drifts back to the legal immigrant who 
struggled through all the process of be- 
coming a citizen, often taking several 
years, while millions of illegals claim the 
right to walk across our borders, claim all 
the benefits of citizenship, even extra ben- 
efits, by some twisted illogical thinking, 
believing they deserve to invade Amer- 
ica. Oddly, many illogical and foolish 
Americans somehow defend the “right” 
of the illegals to break U.S. laws. 

Concerning the “economic benefit” that 
the illegals claim to provide for our nation, 
they have broken the law, they illegally 
grasp all the benefits of the welfare state, 
they frequently become great lawbreakers 
(the records show that many have mur- 
dered Americans intentionally and care- 
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marily those involved in Aztlan movement 
— claim to have a legal right to several of 
our Southwestern states and intend to take 
possession one day. 

Meanwhile, millions of Americans are 
without jobs, many are homeless, the 
economy is suffering, and many are reliant 
on welfare because jobs are being taken 
by illegal immigrants — the illegal immi- 
grant is of no economic benefit. 

By the way, if millions of Americans re- 
fuse to cut grass, harvest crops, or do other 
laborious jobs, it is time they learned to 
do so or to go hungry: “For even when we 
were with you, this we commanded you, 
that if any would not work, neither should 
he eat” (II Thessalonians 3:10). 

JACK McLAIN 
Jupiter, Florida 


Keeping Track 
of Congressmen 


I would like to compliment you on the 
fine job you have done in preparing and 
making available to the public the voting 
record of our legislators — the Freedom 
Index — through the magazine and on- 
line. I only wish that more people knew of 
its existence so they could make a wiser 
choice for the legislators that support the 
Constitution. 

When I meet a liberal, I asked him if 
he believes that legislators support the 
Constitution by voting for only consti- 
tutional issues. Invariably they say, “Of 
course.” Then I say, “Check their voting 
record on the “Constitutional Scoreboard’ 
and you will see that the liberals usually 
score very low, as a whole, and the con- 
servatives score very high. 

I find it very disturbing that my conser- 
vative and liberal friends continue to sup- 
port those Republicans and Democrats in 
Congress who score in the 50- to 60-per- 
cent range, or lower, when they should 
only support the legislators scoring in the 
85- to 90-percent range. 

LARRY FLINCHPAUGH 
Sent via e-mail 


lessly — through drunken driving — and 
thousands are in our jails at taxpayer cost), 
and untold numbers claim citizenship for 
their children born here and collect wel- 
fare, adding to the financial burden of our 
nation. Incredibly, many illegals — pri- 
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Carter Defends Snowden, Says U.S. Has No “Functioning Democracy” 


“America does not have a functioning democracy at this point 
in time,” former President Jimmy Carter said, according to a 
July 17 report in the German newspaper Der Spiegel. Carter was 
quoted as having made that remark at a closed-door meeting of 
Atlantic Bridge, a research and education organization support- 
ing cooperation between the United States and Great Britain on 
political, economic, and defense issues. The former president re- 
portedly said the National Security Agency’s invasion of privacy 
has gone too far, as he defended the actions of Edward Snowden, 
the American now seeking asylum in Russia after leaking classi- 
fied documents revealing the massive NSA interception of com- 
munications between citizens and among government officials 
worldwide. 

The English translation of Carter’s remarks was published 
July 17 in the online news source Inquisitr.com. No American 
media outlets reported on the closed meeting, and it was not clear 
where Der Spiegel got its information, Inquisitr noted. But both 
Inquisitr and the online Huffington Post, which also carried the 
story, noted that the quotes were consistent with previous pub- 
lished remarks by the former president. 

“He’s obviously violated the laws of America, for which he’s 
responsible,” Carter told CNN on June 28, “but I think the inva- 
sion of human rights and American privacy has gone too far.” The 
Georgia Democrat also said nations that were offering asylum to 
Snowden were acting within their rights. “I think that the secrecy 


Jimmy 


Carter 


that has been surrounding this invasion of privacy has been ex- 
cessive, so I think that the bringing of it to the public notice has 
probably been, in the long term, beneficial,’ Carter said. 
Carter’s assessment of the Snowden affair is in sharp contrast 
with the Obama administration’s position and with members of 
Congress, including House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) and 
Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), chairman of the Senate In- 
telligence Committee, who have accused Snowden of treason. 
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) has said Snowden should be hunt- 
ed “to the ends of the earth,’ and former Vice President Dick 
Cheney has called the former systems analyst a “traitor.” 


Hobby Lobby: Another Major Court Win Against Contraception Mandate 


Christian retailer Hobby Lobby has won its second legal decision 
in a month in its ongoing battle against the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) contraception mandate, which re- 
quires employers to provide their employees with health insur- 
ance that includes free contraception — including drugs that can 
cause abortion. 

On July 19 a federal judge in Oklahoma City granted the re- 
tailer and its sister business, the Mardel Christian book chain, a 
preliminary injunction preventing the federal government from 
enforcing the mandate against the businesses. The ruling follows 
on the heels of a landmark decision by the 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals, which ruled June 27 that Hobby Lobby’s owners are 
free to follow their religious convictions under the First Amend- 
ment, and are likely to win their case against the mandate. 

Hobby Lobby’s owners, led by company founder and CEO 
David Green, filed suit to stop the mandate in September 2011, 
arguing that forcing them to provide their thousands of employ- 
ees with contraceptives such as the RU-486 “abortion pill” would 
cause them to violate their convictions that life begins at concep- 
tion. The company faced as much as $1.3 million in fines per day 
for their refusal to submit to the mandate. 

“By being required to make a choice between sacrificing our 
faith or paying millions of dollars in fines, we essentially must 
choose which poison pill to swallow,” Green said as the Becket 
Fund for Religious Liberty, which is representing the company in 


ee 


the case, announced the suit last year. “We simply cannot aban- 
don our religious beliefs to comply with this mandate.” 

“The tide has turned against the HHS mandate,” declared Kyle 
Duncan, general counsel with the Becket Fund, following the 
July 19 ruling by federal judge Joe Heaton, who wrote in his deci- 
sion that there is “‘a substantial public interest in ensuring that no 
individual or corporation has their legs cut out from under them 
while these difficult issues are resolved.” 

Thus far, according to the Becket Fund, more than 60 federal 
lawsuits have been filed against the HHS mandate, and courts 
have granted injunctions to nearly two dozen for-profit corpora- 
tions while refusing to issue injunctions or restraining orders for 
seven companies. 
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Despite Federal Study, “Fracking” Safety Still in Dispute 


The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) finds that chemicals used 
in oil and gas drilling pose no threat to drinking water supplies, 
contrary to popular claims, according to a July 19 report from the 
Associated Press (AP). The DOE’s National Energy Technology 
Laboratory (NETL) is researching a process known as hydraulic 
fracturing or “fracking,” which extracts valuable oil and natural- 
gas reserves stored in shale rock formations more than a mile 
below Earth’s surface. The U.S. Energy Information Administra- 
tion credits recent advances in hydraulic fracturing technology 
with rejuvenating the U.S. natural-gas industry and freeing the 
nation from dependence on foreign sources. 

Yet drillers must suspend their triumph because of unceasing 
environmentalist claims that “fracking” leaches toxic gases and 
chemicals into groundwater, posing treacherous public health 
hazards, even though hydraulic fracturing has been used for more 
than 60 years and is rigorously regulated by both federal and state 
laws. Furthermore, in 1995, Carol Browner, then-administrator 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), announced 
that investigations of hydraulic fracturing in Alabama between 
1989 and 1993 “failed to show any chemicals that would indicate 
the presence of fracturing fluids” in drinking water. U.S. Repre- 
sentative Glenn Thompson (R-Pa.) defended hydraulic fracturing 
in a July 2010 address to Congress, stating, “The safety is docu- 


mented with zero confirmed cases of groundwater contamination 
in 1 million applications” in its 60-year history. 

The dearth of contamination cases is hardly surprising. Hy- 
draulic fracturing drills for natural gas trapped in shale deposits 
5,000 or more feet below the surface, while water tables are rarely 
deeper than 400 feet. Moreover, among federal laws governing 
shale gas development are the Safe Drinking Water Act, the Clean 
Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and the National Environmental 
Policy Act. The DOE calculates less than one well in 200,000,000 
would leak fracturing fluids into an underground source of drink- 
ing water under such strict monitoring. 
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NSA Taps Directly Into Undersea Fiber-optic Data Cables 


While the executive branch of the federal government is unconsti- 
tutionally spying on Americans, the legislative branch is refusing 
to check that exercise of power, and the judicial branch is rubber- 
stamping all requests to keep the data pipeline open. And as the 
Atlantic reported July 16, in many cases a pipeline is exactly what 
is being tapped by the NSA: 


In addition to gaining access to web companies’ servers and 
asking for phone metadata, we’ve now learned that both the 
U.S. and the U.K. spy agencies are tapping directly into the 
Internet’s backbone — the undersea fiber optic cables that 
shuttle online communications between countries and servers. 


As noted July 6 in the Washington Post, “More than 550,000 
miles of flexible undersea cables about the size of garden wa- 
tering hoses carry all the world’s emails, searches, and tweets. 


Together, they shoot the equivalent of several hundred Libraries 
of Congress worth of information back and forth every day.” 

The cables make landfall at coastal stations in various coun- 
tries, where their data is sent on to domestic networks. It’s easier 
to tap them on land than underwater, so the next step in the proc- 
ess, according to the Aflantic, 


apparently involves using so-called “intercept probes.” Ac- 
cording to two analysts ... the intelligence agencies likely 
gain access to the landing stations, usually with the permis- 
sion of the host countries or operating companies, and use 
these small devices to capture the light being sent across the 
cable. The probe bounces the light through a prism, makes 
a copy of it, and turns it into binary data without disrupting 
the flow of the original Internet traffic. 


This is almost ironic given that the name of the NSA’s Internet sur- 
veillance program is “PRISM.” As the data comes in, it is scoured 
by agents on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean who are looking for 
any occurrence of one of the more than 40,000 search terms that the 
intelligence community has determined are evidence of evil intent. 

By tapping directly into the beams of light transferring this 
data around the globe — apparently with the cooperation of the 
world’s chief technology companies — the federal government 
apparently thinks that it bypasses all legal and constitutional re- 
straints on its already immense power. 


Republican Position: Replace 

ObamaCare With GOP Variant of Government Healthcare 

“If we are successful in ultimately repealing ObamaCare, then yes, we 
will have a replacement bill ready to come back with.” 

As the leader of the House committee that has jurisdiction over matters 
dealing with healthcare, Representative Fred Upton (R-Mich.) is obvi- 
ously opposed only to more Democratic intrusion in this field. 


Beware Federal Bailout of Detroit 
“How long will it take until we hear the cry to Washington, ‘You bailed out the banks, and AIG, Fannie 
and Freddie, and GM and Chrysler? And you’re going to tell Detroit to drop dead?’” 

Writing in Barron’s, columnist Randall W. Forsyth provided a gloomy prediction of what to expect in 
the wake of Detroit declaring bankruptcy. 


The Dollar Continues a Plunge Toward Nothingness 

“We’ve lost close to 50 percent of the purchasing power of our money in 
just the last five years. What you were able to buy with the $20 in your 
pocket before the [2008] financial crisis costs more than $30 today.” 
Citing figures supplied by the no-nonsense group called Shadow Govern- 
ment Statistics, Ron Paul labeled this development “theft by the Fed.” 


President’s Suspension of OhamaCare’s 

Employer Mandate Beyond His Powers 

“The Constitution states that the president ‘shall take care that the Laws 
be faithfully executed.’ This is a duty, not a discretionary power. While 
the president does have substantial discretion about how to enforce a law, 
he has no discretion about whether to do so.” 

A law professor at Stanford University, Michael W. McConnell believes rightly that a president has 
no power to amend, repeal, or suspend any law passed by Congress. His power over law consists only 
in vetoing legislation presented to him for his approval. 
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Yeah, and the Moon Really Is Made of Cheese 

“Now, today, five years after the start of the Great Recession, America has fought its way back.” 

In a speech about the nation’s economy, delivered at Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois, Barack 
Obama took credit for an economic recovery that hasn’t happened. 


The President Claims He Possesses Constitutional Authority He Doesn’t Have 

“There’s not an action that I take that you don’t have some folks in Congress who say I’m usurping 
my authority. Some of these folks think I usurp my authority by having the gall to win the presidency.” 
Asked by the New York Times if he possesses the “legal and constitutional authority” to delay the 
employer mandate, President Barack Obama bizarrely claimed that he is accused of “usurping my 
authority” while also employing sarcasm. Of course, the president is not accused of usurping his own 
authority — an impossible feat — but the authority of others, particularly Congress. 


Bill Clinton Won’t Weigh In on Anthony Weiner’s Sordid Indiscretions 
“He’s not getting anywhere near that grenade.” 

An unnamed associate of the former president responded to an inquiry 
about the possibility that Clinton, who participated in his own indiscretions, 
might have some advice for New York City’s embattled mayoral candidate. 


Gloomy Forecast From One Who Should Know 

“We always said that there’d be a day when all that the federal government does 
is debt service, entitlements payments and defense. Well, folks, that day is here.” 
Former Obama chief of staff and now mayor of Chicago, Rahm Emanuel ~ 
has to share the blame for what he predicted while in the service of 
Barack Obama. @ 


Rahm 


Emanuel 
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Common Core — new national education standards that the federal government is 
bribing and coercing states to adopt — will harm students, not benefit them. 


by Alex Newman 


majority of American K-12 school 
children will be taught using dubious, 
federally backed national education “stan- 
dards” that have come under fire from 
across the political spectrum. America’s 


I f something is not done soon, the vast 
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kids, as well as their parents, will also be 
monitored and tracked in unprecedented 
ways from early childhood into the work- 
force. Opposition is growing by leaps and 
bounds, but government officials are not 
yet backing down. 

The controversial “standards” scheme, 
known informally as “Common Core,” 


is being foisted on state governments all 
across the country with a combination of 
taxpayer-funded bribes, outright decep- 
tion, and federal bludgeoning. Despite 
America’s long traditions of local gov- 
ernance and separation of powers, the 
Obama administration and its establish- 
ment allies in both parties are determined 
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to get the standards rolled out nationwide. 
So far, their progress has been remarkable. 

Even with the backing of billionaire Bill 
Gates and the U.S. Department of Educa- 
tion, the entire “Common Core State Stan- 
dards Initiative,” as it is referred to offi- 
cially, was developed and rolled out with 
almost no serious media attention. The 
eerie silence, of course, helped proponents 
avoid scrutiny in the early phases, when it 
would have been much easier for critics 
to derail the scheme that will essentially 
nationalize education — along with the 
minds of America’s youth, and therefore, 
the nation’s future. 

Education and policy experts who spoke 
with THE NEw AMERICAN blasted the stan- 
dards themselves, the centralization and 
federalization of schooling, the long-term 
agenda behind the plan, and the nefarious 
tactics used to advance it. One critic, Ten- 
nessee Liberty Alliance co-founder Glenn 
Jacobs, even suggested in a column that 
Common Core proponents were seeking 
to produce what Russian communists re- 
ferred to as “New Soviet Men.” Others are 
calling the program “ObamaCore.” 

With the federal government handing 
out massive grants only to state govern- 
ments that comply, some 45 states and 
Washington, D.C., have already signed up 
to implement the full plan. Among the few 
states that have not jumped completely on 
the bandwagon, only Texas appears to be 
standing firm, with Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Virginia, and Alaska all reportedly flirting 
with various elements of the scheme. 

Even the states that refuse to join — 
not to mention homeschoolers and private 
schools — may find themselves ensnared in 
the program due to national testing, college 
admission requirements, and more. How- 
ever, experts expect resistance to accelerate. 


The Standards 
To avoid a national outcry, advocates of 
the national standards started out by fo- 
cusing just on mathematics and English, 
two subjects expected to be the least con- 
troversial among the voting and taxpay- 
ing public. Even in those fields, however, 
critics have already slammed the curricula 
as woefully inadequate and a step back 
in terms of properly educating children. 
Meanwhile, standards for science and so- 
cial studies are already in the works. 
Common Core proponents continually 
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use vague language about 
“excellence” in education, 
“raising the bar,” and getting 
America’s children “ready for 
the workforce” as the reason 
the standards should be imple- 
mented. For critics, however, 
the standards, which are copy- 
righted by the Washington, 
D.C.-based National Gover- 
nors Association (NGA) and 
the Council of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO) and 
were only released in mid-2010, represent 
a major step backward. If something is not 
done to stop it, opponents say, a vast educa- 
tional experiment will begin soon. 

Among the most common criticisms 
leveled at the English and Language Arts 
Common Core standards is the emphasis 
on reading dry, technical writing — gov- 
ernment documents and technical manu- 
als, for example — as opposed to literary 
classics. At least 50 percent of reading 
assignments under the new standards will 
be “informational” texts. Consider, for 
instance, some of the “suggested” texts 
students are expected to read: “Recom- 
mended Levels of Insulation” by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency/U.S. 
Department of Energy, or Executive Order 
13423: Strengthening Federal Environ- 
mental, Energy, and Transportation Man- 
agement. While for some students, such 
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Even the states that refuse to join 
Common Core — not to mention 
homeschoolers and private schools — 


may find themselves ensnared in the 
program due to national testing, college 
admission requirements, and more. 


as those on a vocational track who will 
not go to college, reading manuals may 
be appropriate, critics say a one-size-fits- 
all approach for the nation is worse than 
counterproductive. 

Opponents, even among those involved 
with the standards, have been quick to lam- 
baste the guidelines. “The major problem 
is the 50/50 division of reading instruction 
from K-12 — 10 standards for information- 
al text and nine for literature — meaning 
that literary study is reduced and the op- 
portunity for kids to develop critical think- 
ing skills is reduced,’ Dr. Sandra Stotsky, 
the 21st-century chair in teacher quality at 
the University of Arkansas’s Department of 
Education Reform, told THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN about the new standards. 

Dr. Stotsky, who refused to sign off on 
the standards as a member of the largely for- 
show “Common Core Validation Commit- 


Billionaire Common Core financier and UN supporter Bill Gates (right) discusses educational 
technology with Iwan Streichenberger, CEO of the controversial student data-gathering service 
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ee,” said the English Language 
Arts (ELA) standards do not com- 
pare well with existing standards 
in places such as Massachusetts, 
for example. Numerous experts 
have pointed out that Massachu- 
setts has actually been forced to 
water down its existing, relatively 
successful standards to conform 
with Common Core. In Eng- 
lish, an estimated 60 percent of 
the classic literature, poetry, and 
drama previously required, such 
as Mark Twain’s Huckleberry 
Finn, has been stripped from the 
standards, according to reports. 
Despite all of the talk about 
“internationally benchmarked” 
standards being met, Common 
Core falls short again. Common 
Core doesn’t “compare with the 
kind of reading required for the 
Irish school-leaving exam or for 
school exit literature exams in 
Alberta and British Columbia,” 
Dr. Stotsky continued, adding 
that the standards are neither rig- 
orous nor research-based. “They 
were written hastily by people 
who didn’t care how poorly writ- 
ten they were so long as informa- 
tional text was about 50 percent 
of the reading curriculum.” 
While she is not opposed to national 
ELA standards per se, assuming they are 
“first-class” and include state-relevant 
material, the existing Common Core stan- 
dards have got to go, Stotsky said. “They 
need to be drastically revised, and written 
by people who have taught in K-12, know 
how to write ELA standards, and/or are lLit- 
erary scholars or well-trained high-school 
English teachers,” she explained, adding 
that the standards should be “rejected.” 


Among the key Common Core 
“suggested” reading material in history, 
for example, is A History of US by Joy 


Hakim, a comprehensive textbook series 
on American history almost universally 
regarded as having a strong liberal bias 


— and worse. 


Dumbing down curricula: Though the Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study found that only seven percent of U.S. 
eighth graders score “advanced” in math, Common Core will make 
math more remedial for many students. 


Of course, criticism of the math stan- 
dards has been abundant as well. Another 
member of the Common Core Validation 
Committee, Stanford professor Dr. James 
Milgram, refused to sign off on the mathe- 
matics component. “The Core Mathematics 
Standards are written to reflect very low ex- 
pectations,” he said, calling them “as non- 
challenging as possible” with “extremely 
serious failings.” In a letter outlining his 
concerns, Dr. Milgram even pointed to 
“actual errors” in sixth- and seventh-grade 
discussions about ratios and 
rates — “they are neither 
mathematically correct nor 
especially clear.” 

Again, as with the English 
standards, some state gov- 
ernments have had to lower 
their expectations to fall in 
line with Common Core. In 
Minnesota, officials refused 
to adopt the math standards 
because “ours were more 
rigorous and matched where 
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kids were mastering those 
(skills) in their content areas,” 
according to state Education 
Commissioner Brenda Cas- 
sellius. Because of Common 
Core in California, students 
will no longer be required 
to take Algebra I by eighth 
grade. Massachusetts will 
also soon have students tak- 
ing Algebra I in ninth grade 
or later rather than eighth, as 
currently required. 

While English and math are 
the first subjects to be nation- 
alized through Common Core, 
the aim is to eventually extend 
it to other areas as well — so- 
cial studies, science, history, 
and more. High-school history 
teacher Thomas R. Eddlem 
summarized some of the issues 
he sees with the scheme in a 
note to THE NEW AMERICAN: 


The real problem is that 
states have adopted history 
standards that are entirely 
process standards, with no 
subject content standards. 
For example, there’s noth- 
ing in Common Core about 
being able to explain why America 
seceded from Britain, or how the 
Constitution fulfills the ideal outlined 
in the Declaration of Independence 
of protecting God-given rights. It’s 
all process, such as: “Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including analyz- 
ing how an author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over the course 
of a text.” As well, nearly all of the 
curriculum map — the unit goals, es- 
sential questions, resources used and 
assessment methods — is yet to be 
written. States that have adopted the 
vaguely worded standards have done 
so without the slightest clue as to how 
they will be implemented. Once the 
“public-private partnership” that cre- 
ated the standards fills in the details, 
that’s where the bias of the authors 
will show their real teeth. 


AP Images — 


Some Common Core critics have found 
fault with the “suggested” textbooks, as 
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well. In history, for example, is A His- 
tory of US, by Joy Hakim, a comprehen- 
sive textbook series on American history 
almost universally regarded as having 
a strong liberal bias — and worse. “Ex- 
amination of Hakim’s material discloses 
many errors (including errors of fact, of 
chronology and of terminology) as well as 
unjustified assertions and some displays of 
bias,” explained author and historian Alice 
Whealey in a scathing analysis of the book 
series for the Textbook League, which re- 
views educational material for accuracy. 
“Joy Hakim should not attempt to write 
about Western history, particularly the 
history of Europe, because she obviously 
hasn’t had enough training in these sub- 
jects. It is a shame that Oxford University 
Press has let her get away with so many 
falsehoods and with such extreme exhibi- 
tions of bias.’ Soon, however, children all 
across America will be reading the books. 

In terms of science, the Common Core 
shortcomings and controversies have re- 
ceived even more attention from critics. 
Known as the “Next Generation Science 
Standards,” the scheme will force Ameri- 
can students to learn a steady stream of 
controversial propaganda on everything 
from the theory of evolution to largely 
debunked theories advanced by UN glob- 
al-warming alarmists about supposed 
human impacts on “climate change,” op- 
ponents say. 
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“Human activities, such as the release 
of greenhouse gases from burning fos- 
sil fuels, are major factors in the current 
rise in Earth’s mean surface temperature 
(global warming),” the elementary-school 
standards claim, despite the fact that even 
climate alarmists admit there has been no 
“global warming” in over 15 years and that 
CO, released from fossil fuels represents a 
tiny fraction of the greenhouse gases pres- 
ent naturally in the atmosphere. Evolution 
is also heavily emphasized as “fundamen- 
tal” in the controversial standards, even 
though more than half of Americans reject 
the theory in scientific polls and, to date, 
there is no fossil record showing one type 
of animal morphing into another, despite 
millions of fossils collected. 

Aside from the blatant propaganda 
and the obvious political agenda in the 
standards, however, critics say the real 
problem is in the centralization. Even if 
the standards were radically revised to be 
better than any in existence, or had been 
devised by people with whom one may 
agree with politically, they can always be 
changed. In fact, the organizations behind 
Common Core admit that explicitly: “The 
Standards are intended to be a living work: 
as new and better evidence emerges, the 
Standards will be revised accordingly,” 
says the official website for the standards. 

While proponents of Common Core 
point to some countries with national stan- 


Control the youth and the future: Adolf Hitler’s Nazis began the Hitler Youth group in 1922 for 
children 10 years old and up. The group emphasized physical conditioning, anti-Semitism, and 
anti-church indoctrination. Control of youths’ thinking is a primary goal of would-be totalitarians. 
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dards that do better than the United States 
academically as evidence of why the United 
States needs them as well, the vast major- 
ity of nations where students perform more 
poorly than Americans have nationalized 
education, too. Top-down, one-size-fits-all 
education will not improve outcomes, but 
it will almost certainly be used to control 
and manipulate children, rewarding those 
who faithfully follow government dogma. 
The problem with Common Core, then, 
aside from the poor standards themselves, 
is largely philosophical and principled: 
Government should not have such power 
in the first place. 


The Real Agenda 

Totalitarian leaders from Hitler to Stalin 
and everywhere in between have always 
sought to centralize and control education. 
The reason is simple: Whoever molds the 
minds of the youth can eventually dominate 
the population, even if it takes a generation 
or two. That is why tyrants in recent cen- 
turies have demanded compulsory, govern- 
ment-led education. Hitler made clear that 
he wanted to use “education” as a tool to 
mold German children in accordance with 
the National Socialist regime’s despotic 
and murderous ideology. So did Stalin, and 
numerous other infamous tyrants and mass- 
murderers. As Karl Marx noted in his Com- 
munist Manifesto, government-controlled 
schooling is essential to achieving the goals 
of socialism. 

In his masterpiece On Liberty, re- 
nowned British philosopher and parlia- 
mentarian John Stuart Mill succinctly 
explained the inherent problems with gov- 
ernment schools. “A general State educa- 
tion is a mere contrivance for moulding 
people to be exactly like one another; and 
as the mould in which it casts them is that 
which pleases the predominant power in 
the government ... it establishes a des- 
potism over the mind, leading by natural 
tendency to one over the body,” he wrote. 

In the United States, though, people 
are starting to wake up. On the Left and 
on the Right, criticism of Common Core 
standards, methods, and the entire agenda 
continues to grow louder and louder. From 
the libertarian-leaning Cato Institute to the 
establishment’s liberal-oriented Brookings 
Institution, the scheme is coming under as- 
sault. Increasing numbers of teachers, ex- 
perts, and more are speaking out, too. 
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“Data driven’ education seeks only 
conformity, standardization, testing and 
a zombie-like adherence to the shallow 
and generic Common Core, along with 
a lockstep of oversimplified so-called 
Essential Learnings,” Conti wrote in his 


letter, which has “gone viral.” 


Criticism of the standards and the ex- 
pected results has grown so loud that even 
some establishment media have finally 
been forced to report on the controversies. 
On April 6, for instance, the Washington 
Post published a public-school teacher’s 
resignation letter that lambasted the pro- 
gram. In his now-public resignation letter 
to school officials, social studies teacher 
Gerald Conti of New York said recent de- 
velopments could no longer be tolerated. 

“Data driven’ education seeks only 
conformity, standardization, testing and 
a zombie-like adherence to the shallow 
and generic Common Core, along with a 
lockstep of oversimplified so-called 
Essential Learnings,” Conti wrote in 
his letter, which has “gone viral” on 
the Internet. “Creativity, academic 
freedom, teacher autonomy, experi- 
mentation and innovation are being 
stifled in a misguided effort to fix 
what is not broken in our system of 
public education.” 

Even more alarming, perhaps, is 
what opponents of the plan say is 
an agenda to essentially brainwash 
students. Countless examples have 
been provided by experts such as 
Dr. Stotsky and others on how texts 
and “analysis” are used to guide stu- 
dents’ thinking toward a pre-deter- 
mined outcome. Much of the agenda 
involves what is euphemistically 
referred to as preparing students to 
live in a “global community.” 

Mary Black, a veteran educator, 
has been sounding the alarm about 
Common Core for months in public 
seminars about the standards. Having 
spent almost four decades teaching 


online classical school, Black 
knows what works and what 
does not. She warned THE 
NEW AMERICAN that Common 
Core and its poor standards 
are part of a much broader 
agenda, one that represents a 
“significant threat.” 

The standards, of course, 
are highly problematic in 
and of themselves. “My re- 
view of the Common Core 
standards indicated that they 
were designed to teach students what to 
think and not how to think,” Black said, 
echoing concerns expressed by numer- 
ous analysts who have investigated the 
scheme. “The literary classics have been 
stripped and replaced with books promot- 
ing a socialist agenda.... It is certain that 
it will leave students unable to think for 
themselves.” 

However, there may be even more press- 
ing problems, Black continued. “As an edu- 
cator, I admit the poor standards are not my 
major concern,” she said. “It is what comes 
along with the standards that is most con- 
cerning.” Among her examples, Black cited 
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the fact that special interest groups, such as 
tax-funded abortion giant Planned Parent- 
hood, which participated in writing the 
“National Sexuality Education Standards,” 
will be given access to American chil- 
dren. Pointing to some of the controversial 
material — such as asking students to iden- 
tify different types of “family structures” 
and discuss ways of “showing respect” 
toward them, for instance — she urged 
parents with children in school to read the 
standards for themselves. After all, this 
goes against beliefs that both liberals and 
conservatives hold dear. For conservatives, 
such teaching will often fly in the face of 
moral strictures they want to instill in their 
children. For liberals, the standards, which 
require that teachers demean and belittle 
the beliefs of a great majority of students, 
should smack of bullying and intolerance 
that they so often preach against. 

Black also noted that because Common 
Core is copyrighted, it cannot be altered by 
anyone other than the owners of the copy- 
right. As such, any special interest group 
that finds favor with those in charge will 
be able to gain instant access to America’s 
students. Concerned parents, meanwhile, 
will be left with few-to-no options 
to prevent it. 

According to Black and other 
experts, documentation also shows 
Common Core is actually a step in 
the process toward achieving a long- 
time goal of the United Nations and 
its supporters: a one-world education 
system. The UN, of course, has long 
sought to harmonize global educa- 
tional standards. And billionaire Bill 
Gates — one of the primary figures 
behind Common Core — has ex- 
pressed devotion to a similar agenda. 

“Quite simply, control is the real 
goal,” Black continued. “Read about 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda- 
tion, David Coleman, Sir Michael 
Barber, Arne Duncan, and the real- 
ity will become very clear. These 
people are socialists and globalists. 
The goal is not education but the 
production of compliant, depen- 
dent, uneducated citizens. This is 
the citizenry needed to implement 
the United Nation’s Agenda 21 with 


students of all ages before becoming 
curriculum director at FreedomProj- 
ect Education, an independent K-12 


the help of UNESCO’s Education 
for All program. Not surprisingly, 
Common Core and Education for 


The big picture: Veteran teacher Mary Black noted that 
Common Core’s creators include disturbing groups and 
individuals, such as Planned Parenthood. 
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U.S. Education Secretary 
Arne Duncan, one of the 
Chief architects of the 
Obama administration’s 
“reform” scheme, regularly 
boasts of collaboration 
with the UN and federal 
involvement in education. 
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All are very similar because Bill Gates has 
been involved with both and is a proponent 
of UN-directed education.” 

Indeed, Obama’s Education Secretary 
Arne Duncan even admits openly that the 
Department of Education is cooperating 
with groups such as the UN, often dubbed 
a “dictators’ club,” to “improve” education 
in America. Speaking to UNESCO in late 
2010, Duncan confirmed — albeit subtly 
and couched in nice-sounding terms — el- 
ements of what he called the “cradle-to- 
career education agenda” with goals that 
“can only be achieved by creating a strong 
cradle-to-career continuum that starts with 
early childhood learning and extends all the 
way to college and careers.” 

“Education is still the key to eliminating 
gender inequities, to reducing poverty, to 
creating a sustainable planet, and to foster- 
ing peace,” he said, with “sustainability” 
being UN-speak for central planning and 
global government. “Today, education is a 
global public good unconstrained by nation- 
al boundaries.... It is no surprise that eco- 
nomic interdependence brings new global 
challenges and educational demands.” 

Probably unintentionally, Duncan ac- 
knowledged against interest the top-down 
structure of the new standardization, rather 
than bottom-up and directed by parents. 
He continued by telling UNESCO about 
the “unique opportunity to transform our 
education system”: “I’ve said that America 
is now in the midst of a ‘quiet revolution’ 
in school reform,’ Duncan continued. “Be- 
fore the 1960s, almost all policymaking and 
education funding was a state and local re- 
sponsibility. The Obama administration has 
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sought to fundamentally shift the federal 
role, so that the department is doing much 
more to support reform and innovation in 
states, districts, and local communities.” 
Quoting former South African Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela, Duncan noted that 
education “is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.” 
“The United States provides over a bil- 
lion dollars annually to partner countries 
working on educational reform,’ Dun- 
can boasted, as the federal government 
racks up trillions in debt. “Our goal for 
the coming year will be to work closely 
with global partners, including UNESCO, 
to promote qualitative improvements and 
system-strengthening.” (Emphasis added.) 


Non-CC States, 
Homeschoolers, and Private Schools 
Despite the growing outcry surrounding 
Common Core, analysts say that without 
a significant change in course, it is only 
a matter of time before the nationalized 
education scheme ensnares virtually every 
student in America. Homeschoolers, pri- 
vate-schooled children, and even kids in 
states that have refused to participate will 
likely all be impacted by the standards, 
sometimes without even being aware of it. 
Consider, for example, the rush by virtually 
all major publishers to align their textbooks 
with Common Core. Most parents have no 
idea of the major changes taking place. 
Meanwhile, a national testing regime 
based on the new standards is already 
being rolled out, with the Common Core- 
aligned tests planned for introduction by 
2014. Two “consortia” receiving hundreds 


of millions of taxpayer dollars from the 
federal government, Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) and the 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Careers (PARCC), were 
put in charge of developing standardized 
tests to go along with Common Core. 
Students will be tested regularly from 
the third grade to ensure that their Com- 
mon Core-based education is proceeding 
smoothly. All of that private data will be 
available in perpetuity to the federal gov- 
ernment and other as-yet unknown parties. 

Even students who do not live in one 
of the states using Common Core-aligned 
standardized tests may ultimately be forced 
to learn from the same set of standards. 
Consultant David Coleman, widely re- 
garded as the “architect” of Common Core, 
became president of the College Board last 
year — all but ensuring that the SATs, 
which are produced by the College Board, 
will be aligned with the new standards. Of 
course, SATs are used nationwide in admis- 
sions to higher-learning institutions. 

If the testing regimes and the flood of 
Common Core-aligned textbooks are not 
enough to guarantee that all American 
students learn from the same set of con- 
troversial standards, there are other means 
being pursued as well. While countless 
well-intentioned conservatives and liber- 
tarians have pushed the idea of tax-funded 
“vouchers” for private schools, the use 
of taxpayer money for private education 
may be a Trojan horse to ensure govern- 
ment control. In the state of Wisconsin’s 
application for a waiver from No Child 
Left Behind, as just one example, that was 
illustrated clearly. 

“The Accountability Design Team 
developed a statewide accountability 
framework that specifically includes all 
state schools, including traditional pub- 
lic schools and charter schools, regard- 
less of Title funding, as well as private 
schools participating in Parental Choice 
Programs (PCP),” reads page 48 of Wis- 
consin’s ESEA Flexibility Request. “A// 
schools receiving state funds will be part 
of the state accountability and support 
system.” (Emphasis added.) 

Separately, Catholic schools across 
America are getting ready to deal with 
Common Core as well. The National Cath- 
olic Education Association (NCEA) has 
not “officially” endorsed the standards. 
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However, it is already working to help 
Catholic schools prepare to implement 
the program, according to news reports. 
“What we have done at NCEA is develop 
what we call the Common Core Catho- 
lic Identity Initiative,’ said Presentation 
Sister Dale McDonald, director of pub- 
lic policy and educational research at the 
NCEA. Critics say despite not offering an 
“official endorsement” of the standards, 
the NCEA is actively promoting Common 
Core. Other religious schools are report- 
edly hopping on the bandwagon, too. 

Even when state governments say no, 
that does not necessarily mean the end of 
Common Core. “In my home state where 
legislators responded to constituent de- 
mand and halted implementation of CCSS 
[Common Core State Standards], some 
teachers have publicly stated that they know 
best about education and because they think 
it is best to teach to these standards, they 
intend to do so,” FPE’s Mary Black said. 
“The arrogance and elitism of the propo- 
nents of CCSS are apparent as they ignore 
the will of the people, including many par- 
ents, which was duly exercised through leg- 
islative procedure.” 

While the controversial school-stan- 
dardization scheme does not directly apply 
to home educators yet, experts and advo- 
cates say the effects are already starting to 
be felt. The Home School Legal Defense 
Association (HSLDA), a non-profit orga- 
nization dedicated to defending and ad- 
vancing the constitutional right of parents 
to direct the education of their children, is 
on the front lines of the battle. According 
to the HSLDA, which has been expressing 
concerns about “Common Core” for years, 
the controversial scheme is problematic 
for several reasons. 

“Our concern with the Common Core 
is twofold,’ HSLDA Director of Federal 
Relations William Estrada told THE NEw 
AMERICAN. “The first is that the success 
of homeschooling shows that kids do best 
when parents are in control of educational 
decisions. Common Core centralizes what 
kids are taught, how they are taught, and 
what they should learn, in the hands of a 
few educational bureaucrats at the national 
level — completely cutting out parents, 
teachers, and local school boards.” 

“The second major concern is that a na- 
tional curriculum and national standards 
will eventually be broadened to include 
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feos Obama care about parents’ cares? The Obama administration, which has been striving 
for amnesty for millions of illegal immigrants, has worked to deport the Romeike family, 
homeschooling refugees who fled to America because of German persecution of homeschoolers. 


homeschoolers, which would eliminate 
the ability of parents to tailor their edu- 
cational message to each specific child,” 
said Estrada. A wide range of organiza- 
tions and activists have expressed similar 
fears about the national education scheme. 

Indeed, the first symptoms of the “Com- 
mon Core” problem are already being felt 
by the homeschooling community. Among 
the most serious: An increasing number of 
home education-related companies have 
started aligning their curricula and learn- 
ing materials with the national program. In 
fact, at least 10 popular homeschool cur- 
ricula produced by various companies now 
conform to the national scheme. There are 
probably many more. With the advent of 
testing next year, those numbers are ex- 
pected to keep growing, too. 


How It Happened 

The U.S. Department of Education was 
created by an act of Congress and signed 
into law by President Jimmy Carter in 
1979, and it has been gradually increasing 
in power since then. Leaving centuries of 
history aside (see Brian Farmer’s article on 
page 24), the modern effort to nationalize 
education picked up steam in the 1990s, 
when a coalition of establishment-minded 
governors and corporate titans came to- 
gether to push the centralization agenda 
under the guise of improving standards. 
In 1996, Achieve, Inc. was born, giving a 
major boost to the plan and to longtime 
proponents of smashing state and local 
sovereignty in education, while central- 
izing control over schools at the federal 


level through a byzantine “public-private 
partnership” labyrinth. 

The overarching agenda was sum- 
marized neatly in a 2008 column on 
“education reform” for the Wall Street 
Journal (WSJ) by former IBM CEO and 
current “Achieve” Chairman Emeritus 
Louis Gerstner, Jr. A prominent member 
of the Council on Foreign Relations and 
a Bilderberg summit attendee, Gerstner 
co-chaired Achieve until 2002, when he 
formed the Teaching Commission with a 
list of prominent establishment figures. 

In the WSJ column, Gerstner offered 
what he described as a “prescription for 
leadership from the Obama administra- 
tion.” Among the myriad recommenda- 
tions: “abolish all local school districts” 
and “establish a set of national standards 
for a core curriculum.” Also on the agen- 
da were extending the school day and the 
school year. 

In 2009, the Washington, D.C.-based 
National Governors Association and the 
Council of Chief State School Officers 
— both non-profit organizations despite 
official sounding names — quietly an- 
nounced their intent to create new stan- 
dards. Achieve and its cohorts were put 
in the driver’s seat. After hiring supposed 
“experts” to design the scheme, the virtu- 
ally unknown coalition quietly got to work 
drafting and pushing the agenda to nation- 
alize education. 


Forces Behind Common Core 


That critics claim that one of the primary 
agendas behind Common Core is not-be- 
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fore-seen social engineering should come 
as no surprise, considering the process and 
forces behind the standards. Laboring in 
secret, faceless bureaucrats with little to 
no experience in relevant fields — iden- 
tified publicly only after a major public 
outcry — put together the scheme with 
funding from trade groups and massive 
tax-exempt foundations. A for-show “Val- 
idation Committee” was set up, though 
criticism from the committee’s experts 
was largely ignored. 

The most high-profile foundation to 
bankroll Common Core — and reportedly 
the biggest single source of funds — was 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
a Rockefeller-allied organization with a 
dubious history of financing everything 
from population control and pro-abortion 
forces to various United Nations agencies 
and schemes. In 2010, the Gates Founda- 
tion even received the “Population Award” 
from the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), 
which was exposed in Congress for fa- 
cilitating the Communist Chinese dicta- 
torship’s barbaric “one-child policy” and 
coerced abortions. Other UNFPA award 
winners include Planned Parenthood, also 
financed by Gates. 


Speaking to the National Conference of 
State Legislators, billionaire Bill Gates, 
who made his fortune in computer soft- 
ware, explained one of the long-term goals 
of Common Core. “We’ll know we’ve suc- 
ceeded when the curriculum and the tests 
are aligned to these standards,” he said. In 
a nutshell, that is the endgame: a national 
educational system run from the shadows 
by unaccountable forces that will ultimate- 
ly capture the minds of America’s youth at 
an early age. 

In addition to the Gates foundation, the 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, also 
close to the United Nations and a big funder 
of “sustainability” causes, helped fund the 
development of Common Core as well. 

Another controversial non-profit in- 
volved in Common Core is the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, an establish- 
ment powerhouse that funds everything 
from the Council on Foreign Relations to 
the Atlantic Council. 

Unsurprisingly, the CFR itself has been 
a staunch proponent of the standards. 


Federal Carrots and Sticks 
Almost immediately following the pub- 
lic announcement on Common Core, the 
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Obama administration and the federal le- 
viathan it leads began the push to ensure 
compliance nationwide. Indeed, wide- 
spread acceptance of Common Core thus 
far has been almost exclusively attributed 
to the taxpayer largess offered under vari- 
ous programs. One key element in getting 
states to comply was the $50 billion “State 
Fiscal Stabilization Fund,” part of the 2009 
“stimulus” bill, which distributed funds to 
state governments that agreed to adopt 
Common Core and create or improve 
systems to track students (see “Orwellian 
Nightmare: Data-mining Your Kids”). 

Obama’s controversial and unconsti- 
tutional $10 billion “Race to the Top” 
program was also crucial. Billions of fed- 
eral dollars have been awarded to state 
governments from a fund for the scheme, 
which was also established with $4.5 bil- 
lion under the 2009 so-called stimulus 
bill. With federal aid, of course, comes 
federal control. And to be eligible for the 
massive grants, state governments were 
forced to adopt Common Core or other 
“internationally benchmarked standards” 
while creating “data systems” to track 
students. Some $350 million was set 
aside “to help fund common assessments 
for states that adopt common internation- 
al standards,” the Department of Educa- 
tion announced, referring to the national 
testing regime set to be rolled out as early 
as next year. 

Unveiled at a 2009 event at U.S. Depart- 
ment of Education headquarters was an 
array of other federal grants worth billions 
of dollars — much of it from the “stimulus” 
bill — aimed at usurping control over edu- 
cation and America’s youth from families 
and communities. Among the programs 
outlined in a Department of Education 
press release: a $650 million “Investing in 
Innovation Fund,” a $297 million “Teacher 
Incentive Fund,” and more. Another $3.5 
billion in “School Improvement Grants” 
was earmarked for states to support “efforts 
to reform struggling schools.” 

Another key element in getting state 
governments to agree to the national stan- 
dards was the issuance of waivers from the 
Bush-era “No Child Left Behind.” Without 
authority from Congress, the Department of 
Education announced in 2011 that it would 
grant waivers from NCLB to state govern- 
ments in exchange for obedience to various 
federal decrees and the adoption of Com- 
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mon Core or other standards approved by 
the administration. Acceptance of Common 
Core-aligned testing was also required. 

More than a few members of Congress 
and state officials feigned outrage by the 
waiver-in-exchange-for-obedience-to- 
Obama scheme, but the administration 
went forward anyway. 

Local school districts are in the admin- 
istration’s crosshairs as well. In May of 
2012, the U.S. Department of Education 
began offering huge taxpayer-funded in- 
centives to school districts that adopted the 
controversial scheme. 

“This district-level program is a full- 
scale assault on state sovereignty,” explains 
the group Truth in American Education, 
which opposes the Common Core plan. 
“Tt is a power-grab through which the fed- 
eral government will skirt citizens’ elected 
statewide bodies and negotiate directly with 
school districts to embrace federal policy. It 
will also undermine the state governmen- 
tal structure by grouping school districts 
together on policy decisions and thereby 
making it more difficult for the group to 
disengage from federal programming.” 


Skirting the Law and the People 

Proponents of Common Core continue to 
downplay concerns about the controver- 
sial scheme by incessantly parroting two 
primary lines: the standards are “state-led” 
and “voluntary.” Because multiple federal 
laws specifically prohibit any federal di- 
rection, control, or supervision of curri- 
cula, programs of instruction, and instruc- 
tional material in elementary or secondary 
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The establishment’s 
influence: CFR and 
Bilderberg luminary Louis 
Gerstner, Jr., former CEO 
of IBM, played a leading 
role in creating and 


pushing national education 
standards as head of 
Achieve, Inc. 


schools, the whole scheme would be un- 
lawful — not to mention unconstitutional 
— if the standards were not, in fact, “‘state- 
led” and “voluntary.” 

However, the idea that Common Core is 
being driven by state governments is eas- 
ily shown to be bogus — neither legisla- 
tors nor elected officials played any sig- 
nificant role in developing the scheme, and 
in fact, states had to agree to the standards 
in 2009, before the standards were even 
published, to be eligible for federal bribes. 
Instead, as even establishment analysts 
have admitted, Common Core is a set of 
national standards pushed by the federal 
government and created by “consultants” 
funded by unaccountable billionaires. 

Dr. Sandra Stotsky explained that when 
“states signed on to common core stan- 
dards, they did not realize ... that they were 
transferring control of the school curricu- 
lum to the federal government.” Even if it 
were truly a “‘state-led” initiative, however, 
critics say it would still be a bad idea, as 
parents and local school districts continue 
to lose control over education. 

Are the standards voluntary? For now, 
the argument could be made that they are 
technically not mandatory, since no state 
government can be forced to comply. 
However, the fact that the federal govern- 
ment is bribing state governments with 
taxpayer money to go along with the plan 
— not to mention the federally funded 
national testing regimes — virtually en- 
sures that American students will have to 
submit to some elements of Common Core 
whether they want to or not. 
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Political Opposition 
Despite the fact that Common Core has 
been in the works for years and already 
spread its tentacles far and wide under the 
radar, Americans are gradually waking up 
to the plot. Opposition to the standards is 
soaring, as well. In Congress, lawmak- 
ers are making various moves to stop the 
scheme. At the state level, more than a few 
state governments are working on efforts 
to withdraw. 

The powerful Republican National 
Committee (RNC) adopted a resolution 
calling on the GOP to stand firm against 
the centralization plot. Heavy-hitting or- 
ganizations and grassroots activists across 
America are getting fired up, too, organiz- 
ing protests and working with policymak- 
ers at all levels. Even Big Labor is calling 
for a moratorium on implementing some 
parts of the scheme. 

In the U.S. Senate, Sen. Charles Grass- 
ley (R-Iowa) has been leading the oppo- 
sition so far. With outrage growing na- 
tionwide about Common Core, Grassley 
began circulating a letter among his col- 
leagues calling for a prohibition on the 
Department of Education’s bribes to state 
governments. If approved, the proposed 
measure would also stop federal funding 
of the nominally private entities working 
to develop the standards. 

The Grassley letter, dated April 26, was 
sent to the Senate Appropriations Commit- 
tee’s Education Subcommittee leadership. 
It was signed by eight other senators: Mike 
Lee (R-Utah), Tom Coburn (R-Okla.), 
James Inhofe (R-Okla.), Deb Fischer (R- 
Neb.), Rand Paul (R-Ky.), Pat Roberts (R- 
Kan.), Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.), and Ted Cruz 
(R-Texas). The coalition of senators sought 
an amendment to the appropriations bill 
funding the Department of Education that 
would restore state decision-making. 

“The decision about what students 
should be taught and when it should be 
taught has enormous consequences for 
our children,” the senators wrote. ‘“There- 
fore, parents ought to have a straight line 
of accountability to those who are making 
the decisions. State legislatures, which 
are directly accountable to the citizens 
of their states, are the appropriate place 
for those decisions to be made, free from 
any pressure from the U.S. Department 
of Education.” 

In the House of Representatives, law- 
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makers were also working to stop Com- 
mon Core. Led by Rep. Blaine Luetke- 
meyer (R-Mo.), a coalition including over 
30 congressmen sent a letter to Education 
Secretary Arne Duncan outlining their con- 
cerns. The lawmakers also suggested that 
the Obama administration was moving for- 
ward with “education policy reform” with- 
out authorization or input from Congress. 

“Such an action is, at best, in contraven- 
tion with precedent,” the representatives 
wrote, noting that the authority to move 
forward with some of the administration’s 
schemes ended in 2008 without congres- 
sional reauthorization. 

“As representatives from states across the 
nation, we understand the diverse cultures 
and state-specific education needs that exist 
in America,’ the House letter to Secretary 
Duncan explains. “Moreover, we believe 
that state-based education policies are vital 
to the successful education of a child. As 
with most one-size-fits-all policies, Com- 
mon Core standards fail to address the spe- 
cific needs of our states.” 

More recently, the House of Repre- 
sentatives passed a bill on July 19 aimed 
at reducing the unconstitutional federal 
role in education while restraining the 
administration’s abuse of “No Child Left 
Behind” waivers as a tool to coerce state 
governments. However, the legislation is 
not expected to go far in the Democrat- 
controlled Senate. Plus, Obama has report- 
edly already threatened to veto the House 
measure, dubbed the Student Success Act, 
all but ensuring its demise. 
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At the state level, policymakers in 
some 20 states are working to stop Com- 
mon Core, too, according to data com- 
piled by researchers. Aside from all of the 
other major controversies surrounding the 
centralization of education and the stan- 
dards themselves, the expected costs to 
taxpayers are reportedly starting to raise 
some eyebrows in state capitols. Accord- 
ing to estimates cited by the conservative- 
leaning Heritage Foundation, which has 
blasted Common Core on multiple fronts, 
the implementation of the new standards 
could cost cash-strapped state govern- 
ments some $16 billion. 

More than a few states have started 
fighting back. In Indiana, for example, the 
legislature passed a bill putting Common 
Core implementation on “pause” pending 
a proper review of the standards, the costs, 
and more. “I have long believed that edu- 
cation is a state and local function and we 
must always work to ensure that our stu- 
dents are being taught to the highest aca- 
demic standards and that our curriculum is 
developed by Hoosiers, for Hoosiers,” de- 
clared Republican Gov. Mike Pence in May 
when he signed the legislation. The state 
has also reportedly stopped participating in 
the national testing regime, too — at least 
for now. Michigan and South Carolina have 
targeted the scheme, as well. 

Multiple other state legislatures also 
have bills to withdraw from Common 
Core. Separately, several states have also 
withdrawn from the national testing con- 
sortia. School districts, too, are taking ac- 


Baiting states: President Barack Obama touts his stimulus-funded “Race to the Top” scheme, 
aimed at bribing state governments to adopt Common Core and monitor students. 
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tion, with the Douglas County, Colorado, 
district, for instance, recently approving 
a resolution unanimously rejecting Com- 
mon Core in favor of its own higher-qual- 
ity standards. Experts say this is just the 
beginning of the resistance. 

At the grassroots level, citizens all 
across America are rallying to stop the new 
standards in their states. Online rallies on 
Twitter organized by Parent Led Reform 
and Truth in American Education in April 
and May reached millions of people. With 
organizations nationwide such as The 
John Birch Society, Eagle Forum, Heri- 
tage, Cato, FreedomWorks, the Heartland 
Institute, the Pioneer Institute, American 
Principles Project, and countless others ex- 
pressing firm opposition, the groundswell 
of activism is expected to keep growing. In 
the media, more than a few heavyweights, 
such as Glenn Beck, have been helping to 
stir opposition as well. 

In a series of interviews with THE 
New AMERICAN, Joy Pullmann, educa- 
tion research fellow with the non-partisan 
Heartland Institute, outlined resistance to 
Common Core. In late July, she said that 
despite summer typically being slow for 
legislation, there had been several note- 
worthy developments. Among the most 
important: The number of states dropping 
or considering dropping Common Core 
tests is growing. In Florida, for example, 
the state’s top lawmakers issued a strongly 
worded letter calling on the Sunshine State 
to quit the Common Core-aligned testing 
consortium. Oklahoma, Alabama, and 
Utah have already done so, and North Da- 
kota just dropped its membership in one 
of the testing groups. “Because the tests 
are the linchpin and capstone of Com- 
mon Core, and to me the very worst of 
the whole edifice, I'd say this is a big deal 
and will accelerate,’ Pullmann concluded. 

It appears to analysts that Common Core 
is the final step in the decades-old process 
of nationalizing education — a longtime 
goal of virtually every totalitarian regime 
in recent history. With the minds of the 
youth and the future of America at stake, it 
is time to turn the tide and get government 
out of the way. With the groundswell of 
opposition continuing to expand, it is cer- 
tainly possible. A good place to start would 
be getting the federal government out of 
schools entirely and immediately by shut- 
ting down the Department of Education. 


19 


STORY 


e- 
Ss 


AP Images 


Orwellian Nightmare: 
Data-mining Your Kids 


Being implemented hand in hand with the new national 
curriculum standards being pushed on schools, called 
Common Core, is government surveillance of students. 


by Alex Newman 


ne of the most troubling aspects 
O of the “education reforms” cur- 

rently being advanced by the 
Obama administration and its allies is 
the unprecedented monitoring and track- 
ing of students — invasions of privacy so 
pervasive George Orwell might blush. Ev- 
erything from biometric data to informa- 
tion on children’s beliefs and families is 
already being vacuumed up. Opponents of 
the “reform” agenda have highlighted the 
cradle-to-grave accumulation of private 
and intimate data as among the most com- 
pelling reasons to kill the whole process. 
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Aside from data produced by the 
looming Common Core-aligned national 
testing regime, most of the data-mining 
schemes are not technically direct compo- 
nents of the plot to nationalize education 
standards. However, the vast collection of 
personal information and the accompany- 
ing data-mining are intricately linked to 
the federally backed standards in multiple 
ways, not to mention myriad other fed- 
eral schemes. Despite protestations to the 
contrary, the new standards and the data 
collection go together hand in hand. 

Efforts to portray the data gathering via 
Common Core-aligned testing as a “state- 
led” plot notwithstanding, the Obama 


administration is reportedly considering 
raising phone taxes by executive decree 
to help subsidize the necessary technol- 
ogy. Why federal tax increases would be 
needed to pay for education and data-min- 
ing schemes that the federal government is 
supposedly not involved in has not been 
explained by officials, but experts and 
analysts say the reason is obvious. 


Implementing Intrusions 

Already, there are numerous systems being 
used and deployed across America aimed 
at compiling unprecedented amounts of 
data on students. Some are run by private 
organizations with government assistance; 
others are operated by authorities directly. 
All of them are extremely controversial, 
however, with parents and privacy advo- 
cates outraged. 

Among the data schemes that have re- 
ceived a great deal of attention in recent 
months is “inBloom.” As with the new 
national education standards called Com- 
mon Core, it is also funded by Bill Gates 
and the Carnegie Corporation. With at 
least nine states participating in the $100 
million program already, the non-profit 
entity, which shares data with whomever 
authorities choose, is quickly gobbling up 
vast quantities of information. 

Respected experts such as attorney Mi- 
chael Farris, president of ParentalRights. 
org, pointed out that the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
committee has repeatedly pressured gov- 
ernments to create similar national data- 
bases on children, albeit using different 
pretexts. Even liberals have expressed 
opposition. “Turning massive amounts 
of personal data about public school stu- 
dents to a private corporation without 
any public input is profoundly disturb- 
ing and irresponsible,” said New York 
Civil Liberties Union Executive Director 
Donna Lieberman, slamming authorities 
for failing to disclose the scheme or offer 
parents an opt-out. 

In conjunction with inBloom, other 
systems are being funded and largely di- 
rected by the federal government itself. 
Using the same unconstitutional process 
as the one used to foist Common Core 
on state governments — a combination 
of federal bribes, waivers, and more — 
the Obama administration all but forced 
cash-strapped states to start monitoring 
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and tracking student information, or to 
expand their existing systems. 

Previous administrations and U.S. law- 
makers also contributed to the problem, 
with the foundations having been laid 
decades ago. Before Obama, the Bush-era 
No Child Left Behind Act, for instance, 
among myriad other demands, called 
on states seeking federal funds to create 
“unique statewide identifiers” for each stu- 
dent. Under Obama, the process has accel- 
erated at an unprecedented rate. 

The stimulus-funded “Race to the Top,” 
a so-called school improvement scheme 
demanded by Obama, only distributed tax- 
payer funds to states that agreed to build 
and expand data systems, with the secre- 
tary of education specifically requesting 
interoperable databases to facilitate the 
collection and transfer of data. Massive 
bribes to states from the $50 billion “State 
Fiscal Stabilization Fund” conditioned on 
acceptance of Common Core and expand- 
ed data tracking, also part of the “stimu- 
lus” package, were critical in advancing 
the plot as well. 

Boasting about the “stimulus’-funded 
coercion of state governments on data 
regimes during a speech to UNESCO, 
the deeply controversial UN “education” 
agency, Education Secretary Arne Duncan 
lauded the program. 

“More robust data systems and a new 
generation of assessments can assist teach- 


ers and principals to improve 
their practices and tailor 
their instruction in ways that 
were largely unthinkable in 
the past,’ Duncan continued. 
“We have advanced data sys- 
tems that we are constantly 
improving.” Duncan wants 
other governments and the 
UN to follow the Obama ad- 
ministration’s lead on data 
gathering, he explained. 

The administration helped pay for ex- 
panding “state” systems with an eye toward 
integrating them. Some $315 million in fed- 
eral grants, for example, were used to bribe 
state governments and help them comply. 
However, the specific grant scheme, known 
as the Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems 
(SLDS) program, actually began handing 
out taxpayer money in 2005. 

As of 2009, the latest year for which 
figures are available on the Department of 
Education’s website, 41 states and Wash- 
ington, D.C. had been awarded federal 
SLDS grants to expand their data systems 
on students. Experts say all 50 states now 
maintain or are capable of maintaining 
huge databases on the vast majority of 
American kids. 

According to the Department of Edu- 
cation, the goal of the SLDS grants is to 
have states “expand their data systems to 
track students’ achievement from preschool 


Former President George W. Bush celebrates the anniversary of his No Child Left Behind Act, 
which laid the foundation of today’s schemes to standardize education and track all students. 
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As of 2009, the latest year for which 
figures are available on the Department 
of Education’s website, 41 states and 
Washington, D.C. had been awarded 
federal SLDS grants to expand their data 
systems on students. 


through college.” The Education Depart- 
ment’s National Center for Education Sta- 
tistics offers slightly more detail about the 
SLDS scheme online: “Through grants and 
a growing range of services and resources, 
the program has helped propel the success- 
ful design, development, implementation, 
and expansion of K12 and P-20W (early 
learning through the workforce) longitudi- 
nal data systems,” it explains. “These sys- 
tems are intended to enhance the ability of 
States to efficiently and accurately manage, 
analyze, and use education data, including 
individual student records.” 


Cradle to Career Data Collection 

Of course, all of the data collected must 
be shared with the U.S. Department of 
Education and other entities within and 
outside the federal government. Acting 
unilaterally, U.S. Education Secretary 
Arne Duncan even purported to overrule 
federal privacy laws by promulgating new 
“regulations” gutting the Family Educa- 
tional Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). 
Some lawmakers expressed outrage, but 
the process continues. 

“As part of what you described as a 
‘cradle to career agenda, the Department 
of Education is aggressively moving to 
expand data systems that collect informa- 
tion on our nation’s students,” wrote Rep. 
John Kline (R-Minn.), now chairman of 
the House Education and Workforce Com- 
mittee, in an early 2010 letter to Duncan. 
“The Department’s effort to shepherd 
states toward the creation of a de facto 
national student database raises serious 
legal and prudential questions.” 

As Kline points out in the letter, there is 
good reason to believe that the administra- 
tion is again flouting federal law. “Con- 
gress has never authorized the Department 
of Education to facilitate the creation of a 
national student database,” he explained. 
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Images from Promoting Grit, Tenacity, and Perseverance: Critical Factors for Success in the 21st Century, 
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“To the contrary, Congress explicitly pro- 
hibited the ‘development of a nationwide 
database of personally identifiable infor- 
mation’ ... and barred the ‘development, 
implementation, or maintenance of a Fed- 
eral database.” Despite no mention of the 
Constitution, multiple federal statutes are 
cited in the correspondence. 

Apparently, the administration does not 
take kindly to having its alleged violations 
of the law exposed. While it couldn’t fire 
Rep. Kline, the Education Department did 
reportedly dismiss its top privacy official, 
then-Family Policy Compliance Office 
chief Paul Gammill. According to a 2010 
report in Inside Higher Ed, Gammill was 
fired after he “argued in internal meetings 
and documents that the department’s ap- 
proach to prodding states to expand their 
longitudinal student data systems violated 
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
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Act.” The Education Department refused 
to comment on the case, though it openly 
admits that one of the long-term goals of 
the SLDS program is to “make education 
data transparent through Federal and pub- 
lic reporting.” 

According to the Department of Edu- 
cation, grants awarded to states under the 
program are aimed at supporting the cre- 
ation and implementation of systems “that 
have the capacity to link individual student 
data across time and across databases” and 
“promote the linking of data collected or 
held by various institutions, agencies, and 
States.” Among the data to be included are 
the yearly test records of individual stu- 
dents mandated under the 1965 Elemen- 
tary and Secondary Education Act. “States 
are encouraged to include additional infor- 
mation in their longitudinal data systems,” 
the department continued. 
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The next level of student monitoring: All of the devices shown here are already in use as part of 
a federally funded tutoring service to monitor the physiological reactions of students in response 
to classwork, and were shown in a Department of Education report. 
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In another Education Department docu- 
ment offering “guidance” on the SLDS 
schemes, further insight is offered into what 
sort of information authorities are seeking 
and collecting. Among the “Personally 
Identifiable Information” outlined in the 
report: name, parents’ names, address, So- 
cial Security number, date of birth, place 
of birth, mother’s maiden name, and more. 

Other private and protected data that 
might be collected, the document suggests, 
include the “political affiliations or beliefs 
of the student or parent; mental and psy- 
chological problems of the student or the 
student’s family, sex behavior or attitudes; 
illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, and 
demeaning behavior; critical appraisals 
of other individuals with whom respon- 
dents have close family relationships; le- 
gally recognized privileged or analogous 
relationships, such as those of lawyers, 
physicians, and ministers; religious prac- 
tices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student 
or the student’s parent; or income.” While 
the collection of such data in surveys and 
questionnaires funded by federal tax dol- 
lars requires parental consent under federal 
law, state-level collection does not. Plus, 
experts say there are numerous other po- 
tential loopholes as well. 


So Much for Student Privacy 
Much of the information vacuumed up at 
all levels of government already makes its 
way into a national Department of Edu- 
cation scheme known as “EDFacts.” The 
department describes it online: “EDFacts 
is a U.S. Department of Education (ED) 
initiative to collect, analyze, report on and 
promote the use of high-quality, kindergar- 
ten through grade 12 (K-12) performance 
data.... EDFacts centralizes data provided 
by state education agencies, local educa- 
tion agencies and schools.” Under EDFacts, 
state education agencies submit some 180 
data groups. The federal National Center 
for Education Statistics, meanwhile, de- 
scribes over 400 data points to be collected. 
The U.S. Department of Labor, separate- 
ly, admits that it is working to “integrate 
workforce data and create linkages to edu- 
cation data.” According to the department’s 
“Workforce Data Quality Initiative,” the 
SLDS will “enable workforce data to be 
matched with education data to ultimately 
create longitudinal data systems with in- 
dividual-level information beginning with 
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gain a little: In some states, students have already been forced to use 


thumbprints or other biometric identifiers to receive school lunches. 


pre-kindergarten through post-secondary 
schooling all the way through entry and 
sustained participation in the workforce 
and employment services system.” When 
combined with information from the IRS, 
ObamaCare, the NSA, and countless other 
federal data-collection schemes, the picture 
that emerges has critics very nervous. 

As technology advances, the federal 
government’s Orwellian data gathering 
will — without action to stop it — almost 
certainly expand beyond most people’s 
wildest nightmares. In fact, it already has. 
Consider, for example, a February 2013 
report by the Department of Education 
dubbed Promoting Grit, Tenacity, and 
Perseverance: Critical Factors for Suc- 
cess in the 21st Century. Included in the 
100-page report is information about tech- 
nology already being used in an Education 
Department-funded tutoring program. 

“Researchers are exploring how to 
gather complex affective data and generate 
meaningful and usable information to feed 
back to learners, teachers, researchers, and 
the technology itself,” the report explains. 
“Connections to neuroscience are also 
beginning to emerge.” (Emphasis added.) 
The technological tools already being used 
by federally funded education schemes to 
probe students’ minds and “measure” the 
children include, as described in the report, 
“four parallel streams of affective sensors.” 

Among the devices in use today through 
a federally funded tutoring scheme is a 
“facial expression camera” used to “detect 
emotion” and “capture facial expressions.” 
According to the report, the camera is 
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linked to software that “extracts geometric 
properties on faces.” There is also a “pos- 
ture analysis seat” and a “pressure mouse.” 
Finally, the report describes a “wireless skin 
conductance sensor” strapped to students’ 
wrists. The sensors collect “physiological 
response data from a biofeedback appara- 
tus that measures blood volume, pulse, and 
galvanic skin response to examine student 
frustration.” Again, these systems are al- 
ready being used in government-funded 
programs, and with technology racing 
ahead, developments are expected to be- 
come increasingly troubling. 

Another Education Department report, 
entitled Enhancing, Teaching and Learn- 
ing Through Educational Data Mining 
and Learning Analytics, acknowledges 
similarly alarming schemes. “A student 
learning database (or other big data repos- 
itory) stores time-stamped student input 
and behaviors captured as students work 
within the system,” it notes. “A predictive 
model combines demographic data (from 
an external student information system) 
and learning/behavior data from the stu- 
dent learning database to track a student’s 
progress and make predictions about his 
or her future behaviors or performance.” 
(Emphasis added.) 

All across the 
country today, Big 
Brother-like techno- 
logical developments 
in biometrics are also 
making schools in- 
creasingly Orwellian. 
Earlier this year in 


Polk County, Florida, for example, stu- 
dents’ irises were scanned without parental 
consent. “It simply takes a picture of the 
iris, which is unique to every individual,” 
wrote the school board’s “senior director 
of support services” in a letter to parents. 
“With this program, we will be able to iden- 
tify when and where a student gets on the 
bus, when they arrive at their school loca- 
tion, when and what bus the student boards 
and disembarks in the afternoon. This is an 
effort to further enhance the safety of our 
students. The EyeSwipe-Nano is an ideal 
replacement for the card based system 
since your child will not have to be respon- 
sible for carrying an identification card.” 

In San Antonio, Texas, meanwhile, a fe- 
male student made national news — and 
exposed what was going on — when she 
got in a legal battle with school officials 
over her refusal to wear a mandatory ra- 
dio-frequency identification (RFID) de- 
vice. The same devices are already being 
implanted under people’s skin in America 
and abroad — albeit voluntarily. Also in the 
biometric field, since at least 2007, children 
in states like Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 
and New Jersey have been fingerprinted at 
school under the guise of “school lunch” 
programs and other pretexts. 

Despite fierce opposition, the trend to- 
ward using biometric data to identify and 
track students while collecting unimagi- 
nable amounts of information is acceler- 
ating. The federal government is helping 
lead the way toward abolishing any ves- 
tiges of privacy, and aside from NSA spy- 
ing on virtually everyone, students appear 
to be among the primary targets. With- 
out major resistance, experts predict that 
someday — perhaps even in the very near 
future — biometric identification will 
become ubiquitous. Combined with all 
of the other data being collected, the fed- 
eral government may finally achieve what 
was sought by tyrants throughout history: 
detailed 24/7 information on everything, 
about everyone. 
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New Public School Policy 


Schools in this country, from the university level down, were generally meant to produce 
moral, literate leaders. Now they aren't. What changed and what can be done? 


Courtesy of Benji Backer 


\ 


Victim of harrassment: Appleton, Wisconsin, student Benji Backer (shown here with Wisconsin 
Governor Scott Walker) was repeatedly verbally harassed and chastised by his teachers when they 
found out that he campaigned for Republicans who wanted to reduce their union bargaining power. 
So much for countless school programs against bullying. 


by Brian Farmer 


“The battle for mankind’s future must be 
waged and won in the public school class- 
room. The classroom must and will become 
an arena of conflict between the old and 
the new — the rotting corpse of Christianity 
and the new faith of humanism.” 

— John Dunphy in The Humanist 

magazine, January-February 1983 


‘Toss who finished their formal 
education before the 1980s came 
along might very well be stunned 
by the opening quote to this article. The 
only inkling we may have that the pres- 
ent situation in public schools is very dif- 
ferent from those pre-1980s days would 
probably come from our children who 
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return home from school and share their 
experiences with us. It is becoming in- 
creasingly apparent that what our children 
learn in church on Sunday is being more 
than neutralized by what they are learn- 
ing in the public schools and in college 
classrooms from Monday through Friday. 
This is particularly true if a student is a 
conservative who is politically active and 
outspoken. To be an open conservative in 
the world of academia nowadays is likely 
to invite hostility, intimidation, and abuse 
from teachers and professors, even if the 
student is at a fairly young age. 


Intolerant at Any Age 

One particularly shocking example is that 
of Benji Backer, a 15-year-old high-school 
student in Appleton, Wisconsin, who was 


featured in the local newspaper. When 
it was revealed that he was working the 
phones in support of Wisconsin Repub- 
lican Governor Scott Walker during last 
year’s recall election, Benji found him- 
self on the receiving end of intense verbal 
harassment from several angry teachers. 
But the bullying had been going on even 
before then. In a commentary he posted 
on the Internet, Benji described some par- 
ticularly unpleasant experiences: 


Just before the 2010 Midterm elec- 
tion, I was on the front page of the 
local newspaper for my political 
volunteer work and my teachers no- 
ticed. One of my seven teachers made 
it very clear that she disapproved of 
my civic engagement. In a period of 
two months, my Geography teacher 
frequently would take me aside after 
school for a few minutes and tell me 
how stupid, wrong and misguided I 
was for being Republican. The ha- 
rassment with this specific teacher 
got so bad, I had to switch schools 
halfway through the year. At this 
time I was only 12 years old. To my 
knowledge, this teacher was not dis- 
ciplined at all for her actions... 

The harassment got particularly 
bad one day in late October [2012], 
about a week after I was featured in 
USA Today for my involvement in 
the upcoming November election. 
Again, this video and article was sent 
throughout the school and was even 
played in several classes. The same 
English teacher who had lectured to 
almost 30 students about a month ear- 
lier took me aside during class again. 
He started talking about Mitt Romney 
and Scott Walker and his views on 
them. He reiterated how much harder 
he worked compared to my dad, a 
small business owner, which he had 
no knowledge of. He went on to ask 
how much my parents made because 
he wanted to compare it to his salary... 
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American public schools, where Christmas celebrations are usually forbidden owing to liberal 
lawsuits, it would not be unusual to delve into the beliefs of Islam and its practices. 


In my Health class, also this year 
[2013], our very first homework as- 
signment included writing down four 
activities you do as a person currently 
and four things you want to do in the 
future. We were also assigned to pres- 
ent in front of the class. In one of my 
four boxes, I wrote down that I was a 
conservative speaker. When I present- 
ed in front of the class, he asked if I 
supported the Tea Party. I said yes. He 
rolled his eyes and told me believing 
in the organization was “weird.” He 
also told me he knew nothing about 
the Tea Party. This teacher then told 
me to explain, in front of the class why 
I supported the Tea Party, so I did. 
When I left the class, I thought about 
what had happened. Why was I being 
called “weird”? Why was I being 
questioned so much? The simple truth 
reveals that some teachers want to ob- 
struct and block my personal views 
from looking valid. If a teacher asked 
why someone was homosexual, Athe- 
ist or Muslim and called what they be- 
lieved “weird,” there would be serious 
consequences. I decided not to report 
this to the principal because I realized 
it wouldn’t help. I had experienced the 
fallout from reporting prior instances 
and J didn’t want a repeat situation. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


An incident elsewhere in Wisconsin more 
directly reflects the sentiment projected in 
the quote at the beginning of this article. 
During February of last year, Dexter Thiel- 
helm, a second-grade student at James 
Madison Elementary School in the city of 
Sheboygan, had worked with his mother to 
create valentines for his friends at school. 
But school officials confiscated the valen- 
tines before Dexter could hand them out. 
The reason? It was because each valentine 
contained a note with the message “Jesus 
Loves You” along with the famous Bible 
verse from John 3:16 stating, “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” The 
justification reported in the local media was 
that “the district also had concerns [in ad- 
dition to the concern that the 
children were too young to 
understand the message] that 
the Christian content could 
lead others with negative 
messages to also distribute to 
fellow classmates. After all, 
once one person is allowed to 
hand out a message, any indi- 
vidual can then tout his or her 
values, [the school district’s 
assistant superintendent, 
Mark] Holzman argued.” 


An incident in a Texas public school 
this year might provide a clue as to what 
type of values are being favored. Female 
students in a world geography class at 
Lumbarton High School were asked to 
wear burqas (a loose, usually black or light 
blue robe that is worn by Muslim women, 
especially in Afghanistan, and covers the 
body from head to toe) and refer to Mus- 
lim terrorists as “freedom fighters.” The 
students were also given an assignment 
to write an essay based on an article in 
the Washington Post that blamed Egypt’s 
political turmoil on democracy rather than 
on the Muslim Brotherhood (an Islamist 
organization that calls for implementing 
traditional Islamic sharia law in all aspects 
of life, including the organization of the 
government). When pictures of the inci- 
dent appeared on the Facebook website, 
parents become upset, as the activity gave 
the appearance of having an anti-Ameri- 
can message. As reported in the Washing- 
ton Times, 


The parents contacted the principal, 
who defended the program required 
under CSCOPE, a controversial elec- 
tronic curriculum system that pro- 
vides online lesson plans for teach- 
ers, Fox News reports. 

“This is the normal answer from 
every school using CSCOPE,” said 
Janice VanCleave, the founder of 
Texas CSCOPE Review, which 
monitors what is being taught in the 
state’s schools. “They are definitely 
promoting the Islamic religion.” 


The State of Society 

How did our society come to this state? 
It certainly was not always this way. 
In the early, formative years of our na- 
tion, the national ethos was reflected in 


Female students in a world geography 
class at Lumbarton High School were 
asked to wear burqas (a loose, usually 


black or light blue robe that is worn by 
Muslim women and covers the body from 
head to toe) and refer to Muslim terrorists 
as “freedom fighters.” 
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EDUCATION 


People are led on a tour at the campus of Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The 
original motto of Harvard University was “Veritas Christo et Ecclesiae,” meaning “Truth for Christ 
and the Church.” It was later changed to “Veritas,” which simply means “Truth.” 


this passage from the Harvard Student 
Guidelines of 1636, the year that Har- 
vard University was founded by the Mas- 
sachusetts state legislature: “Let every 
student be plainly instructed and ear- 
nestly pressed to consider well the main 
end of his life and studies is to know God 
and Jesus Christ which is eternal life 
(John 17:3) and therefore to lay Christ 
in the bottom as the only foundation of 
all sound knowledge and learning. And 
seeing the Lord only giveth wisdom, let 
every one seriously set himself by prayer 
in secret to seek it of him (Proverbs 2, 
3).” At that time, Harvard’s motto was 
“Veritas Christo et Ecclesiae” (Truth for 
Christ and the Church); it is now simply 
“Veritas.” 

Such guiding beliefs continued well 
into the following century, as this passage 
from the Yale Student Guidelines of 1787 
attests: “All the scholars are required to 
live a religious and blameless life accord- 
ing to the rules of God’s word, diligently 
reading the Holy Scriptures, that fountain 
of Divine light and truth, and constantly 
attending all the duties of religion.” Yale 
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University, founded in 1701, thus has as 
its motto “Lux et veritas” (Light and truth) 
and it was established to train clergy and 
political leaders for the Colony of Con- 
necticut. After all, it should go without 
saying that our leaders ought to be righ- 
teous and virtuous people and should 
therefore be so educated. 

And even into the 1920s, higher educa- 
tion in the United States was not averse to 
formally acknowledging its Christian na- 
ture. When Trinity College became Duke 
University in 1924, the bylaws included 
this mission statement: “The Aims of 
Duke University are to assert a faith in the 
eternal union of knowledge and religion 
set forth in the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God.” 

The commitment to a Christian educa- 
tion during the colonial period actually 
started with the youngest students. The 
New England Primer was the textbook 
used to teach generations of Americans 
how to read. The Primer taught the al- 
phabet by associating each letter with a 
biblical character or a scriptural lesson, 
and then a corresponding doctrinal truth 
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was emphasized with a rhyme. For ex- 
ample, A was for Adam, followed by the 
rhyme, “In Adam’s fall, we sinned all.” 
During the 19th century, the McGuffey 
Reader came into use and eventually su- 
perseded the New England Primer. From 
1836 until 1920 approximately 120 mil- 
lion copies of the McGuffey Reader were 
published. The Readers continued to 
project a Christian worldview and taught 
many moral lessons. 

At this point it should be obvious 
that Christianity once had an important 
role to play in American education. The 
religious-based curricula reflected the 
wishes of parents, who wanted to trans- 
mit their own convictions to their chil- 
dren through their children’s schooling. 
The parents could educate their children 
the way they wanted to because they 
homeschooled them or placed them in 
private (often church-supported) schools 
of their own choosing. But parental con- 
trol began waning with the advent of the 
public (read: government) education sys- 
tem in the 19th century and the resulting 
politicization and secularization of edu- 
cation. A.A. Hodges perhaps summed it 
up best when he wrote in his Evangelical 
Theology, published in 1886, “If every 
party in the state has the right of exclud- 
ing from the public school whatever he 
does not believe to be true, then he that 
believes the most must give way to him 
that believes least, and then he that be- 
lieves least must give way to him that be- 
lieves absolutely nothing.” 

The changing cultural environment 
provided fertile ground for John Dewey, 
an atheist who launched the so-called 
“Progressive Education” movement with 
the publication of his The Primary Edu- 
cation Fetich in 1898. That essay pro- 
vided the blueprint for a new educational 
agenda, which advocated shifting educa- 
tion away from emphasizing individual 
literacy to concentrating on socializa- 
tion through group activities. The tradi- 
tional, conservative American values of 
rugged individualism, self-reliance, and 
personal responsibility were to be re- 
jected and children were to be educated 
to accept a collectivist world view. As 
Dewey proclaimed, “You can’t make 
socialists out of individualists. Children 
who know how to think for themselves 
spoil the harmony of the collective so- 
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ciety, which is coming, where everyone 
is interdependent.” Professor Chester M. 
Pearce, M.D., professor of education and 
psychiatry at Harvard, has expressed the 
situation even more bluntly: “Every child 
in America entering school at the age of 
five is mentally ill because he comes to 
school with certain allegiances to our 
Founding Fathers, toward our elected of- 
ficials, toward his parents, toward a belief 
in a supernatural being.” 

Dewey was the first honorary president 
of the National Education Association 
(NEA) and had a major influence on pub- 
lic school curricula and on the programs 
that trained teachers, thanks to generous 
grants from the Carnegie Foundation and 
the Rockefeller Foundation. As John D. 
Rockefeller put it, “I don’t want a nation 
of thinkers. I want a nation of workers.” 
According to John Taylor Gatto, three- 
time New York City Teacher of the Year 
and 1991 New York State Teacher of the 
Year, the records of those foundations re- 
veal seven distinct goals, which line up 
perfectly with Dewey’s agenda: 


1) There appears a clear 
intention to mold people 
through schooling. 2) 
There is a clear intention 
to eliminate tradition and 
scholarship. 3) The net 
effect of various projects 
is to create a strong class 
system verging on caste. 
4) There is a clear inten- 
tion to reduce mass critical 
intelligence while support- 
ing infinite specialization. 5) There is 
clear intention to weaken parental in- 
fluence. 6) There is clear intention to 
overthrow accepted custom. 7) There 
is striking congruency between the 
cumulative purposes of GEB [Gen- 
eral Education Board] projects and 
... Perfectionism, a secular religion 
aimed at making the perfection of 
human nature, not salvation or hap- 
piness, the purpose of existence. 


An interesting example of what can hap- 
pen when several of those objectives are 


John Dewey, the controversial educator and philosopher who had a great influence over the 
training of schoolteachers and the development of public school curricula, speaks at the 90th 
birthday dinner given in his honor at the New York Hotel Commodore in 1949. 
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As Dewey proclaimed, “You can’t make 
socialists out of individualists. Children 
who know how to think for themselves 


spoil the harmony of the collective 
society, which is coming, where everyone 
is interdependent.” 


combined was displayed on the website 
of the Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction (DPI) earlier this year. The 
DPI was conducting a program that en- 
couraged white students to wear a white 
wristband, in order to remind them that 
they lead a life of privilege because they 
are white. You see, any personal achieve- 
ment that you may have experienced is 
not due to your own personal talent, per- 
sonal effort, or personal sacrifice. You 
have achieved success simply because 
you are white and therefore are privileged 
in our unfair American society. Professor 
Robert Jensen, School of Journalism, 
University of Texas at Austin, explained 
the general idea in personal terms in a 
commentary that appeared in the Balti- 
more Sun: 


All through my life, I have soaked up 
benefits for being white. I grew up in 
fertile farm country taken by force 
from non-white indigenous people. I 
was educated in a well-funded, virtu- 
ally all-white public school system in 
which I learned that white people like 
me made this country great. There I 
also was taught a variety of skills, in- 
cluding how to take standardized tests 
written by and for white people. All 
of my life I have been hired for jobs 
by white people. I was accepted for 
graduate school by white people. And 
I was hired for a teaching position at 
the predominantly white University of 
Texas, which had a white president, in 
a college headed by a white dean, and 
in a department with a white chairman. 


Conveniently glossed over are the so- 
called “affirmative action” programs that 
give preferential treatment to minorities 
that are deemed to be victimized by our 
allegedly racist society! 
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Dennis Van Roekel, the president of the National Education Association, the largest labor union in America, is shown after leaving the White House 
in November 2012. The NEA lobbies for more education spending and union power, regardless of how its policies affect children’s learning. 


The NEA Notwithstanding 

The aforementioned NEA is the largest 
labor union in the United States and has 
been instrumental in implementing John 
Dewey’s humanist agenda in the public 
schools through the increasing federal con- 
trol over the American educational system. 
The NEA has 3.2 million members and rep- 
resents public school teachers, faculty and 
staff at colleges and universities, and retired 
educators. Robert Chanin, the NEA’s top 
lawyer, retired in 2009 and let the cat out 
of the bag in a fiery farewell speech at the 
NEA’s annual national convention, which 
was held in San Diego that year: 


Why are these conservative and right- 
wing bastards picking on NEA and 
its affiliates? I will tell you why: It 
is the price we pay for success. NEA 
and its affiliates have been singled out 
because they are the most effective 
unions in the United States. And they 
are the nation’s leading advocates for 
public education and the type of lib- 
eral, social, and economic agenda that 
these groups find unacceptable.... 
And that brings me to my final 
and most important point, which is 
why, at least in my opinion, NEA 
and its affiliates are such effec- 
tive advocates. Despite what some 
among us would like to believe, it 
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is not because of our creative ideas. 
It is not because of the merit of our 
positions. It is not because we care 
about children. And it is not because 
we have a vision of a great public 
school for every child. NEA and its 
affiliates are effective advocates be- 
cause we have power. And we have 
power because there are more than 
3.2 million people who are willing 
to pay us hundreds of millions of 
dollars in dues each year. 


The NEA has become the most power- 
ful special interest group in the United 
States, using its power, and its money, 
to lobby for ever more federal education 
spending. Unfortunately, instead of using 
its influence to improve the quality of 
education in American schools, the NEA 
has pursued policies that have resulted in 
just the opposite. 

So, what can be done about the current 
state of affairs? The answer begins with 
the recognition that the public — very 
much including the parents themselves 
— are often unaware of what happens 
inside the tax-supported public school 
classrooms. Obviously, there needs to be 
greater scrutiny of the public schools and 
insistence that the abuses be ended. Par- 
ents must be as active as possible in their 
children’s education process, and it is 


vitally important that concerned citizens 
combat the misuse of public schools by 
getting involved in their community. Spe- 
cifically, that means attending meetings 
and speaking up, volunteering to be an 
activist for change, and letting the local 
school board, school district administra- 
tors, and politicians know that you are 
paying attention to what is going on. 

But the answer also entails recogniz- 
ing that the rise of public (government) 
education has weakened parental control 
and has not improved education. Parents 
should look at private schooling, includ- 
ing homeschooling, as a viable and su- 
perior alternative to public schooling. It 
is not as difficult as one might imagine, 
as now there are online schools such as 
Freedom Project Education (www.fpeu- 
sa.org) that offer a classical curriculum 
for homeschoolers. Finally, consider 
what the aforementioned John Taylor 
Gatto has said about the situation: “Is 
there an idea more radical in the history 
of the human race than turning your chil- 
dren over to complete strangers and hav- 
ing those strangers work on your child’s 
mind — out of your sight — for a period 
of twelve years? Could there be a more 
radical idea than that? Back in colonial 
days in America if you proposed that as 
an idea they’d burn you at the stake... It’s 
a mad idea.” 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Martian Flight of Fancy’ 


Astronaut and moonwalker Buzz Aldrin gives the state of plans to populate Mars. He 
tells how he believes occupying that planet could be done and should be done. 


dard Bi aneo 


BUZZ 
ALDRIN 


MY VISION for SPACE EXPLORATION 


Mission to Mars: My Vision for Space 
Exploration, by Buzz Aldrin with Leon- 
ard David, Washington, D.C.: National 
Geographic Society, 2013, 258 pages, 
hardcover. 


by James D. Heiser, M.Div., S.T.M. 


or two generations, the Apollo Moon 

missions have been a touchstone for 

technological achievement, giving 
birth to a host of aphorisms beginning with 
the words, “If we can send a man to the 
Moon... ,” and ending with a point of com- 
parison that is something far less ambitious 
than the earthshaking accomplishment of 
July 20, 1969, when two Americans be- 
came the first human beings to walk on an- 
other world. But for one of those men who 
once trod the lunar regolith, a proposed goal 
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would set America’s sights even higher: “If 
we can send a man to the Moon, why not 
send a mission to Mars?” 

For Dr. Edwin (“Buzz’’) Aldrin, the his- 
toric Apollo 11 flight that brought him and 
Neil Armstrong to the Moon was not the 
end of the journey; instead, the Moon was 
only a first step. In a recent book that he co- 
authored with Leonard David entitled Mis- 
sion to Mars: My Vision for Space Explora- 
tion, Aldrin sets forth his vision for man’s 
and the United States’ future in space. 

While Aldrin is setting forth his plan for 
a mission to Mars, the former Apollo astro- 
naut makes it clear that what is not needed 
is another government-funded space race 
to the Moon: “There is great need to steer 
clear of a counterproductive space race 
with China in their admitted goal to be 
second back to the Moon. Getting caught 
up in such a race would derail a far greater 
objective and destination: An American- 
led, permanent human presence on Mars 
by 2035.” It is not that Aldrin does not see 
an ongoing role for government in space 
exploration, but he views that role as more 
analogous to that of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition or the various exploratory mis- 
sions conducted by the U.S. Navy through- 
out the 19th century: Government-funded 
explorers were usually followed by private 
individuals and businesses eager for new 
land and resources. 

When it comes to the moon, Aldrin is 
adamantly opposed to a new government- 
funded “space race” because it detracts 
from the basic work of exploration: “Con- 
sequently, great care must be taken that 
precious dollar resources needed for the 
great leap to Mars are not sidetracked to 
the moon.” It is not that Aldrin is opposed 
to a return to the Moon; it’s that he envi- 
sions that return to be the work of private 
interests, with government concerned with 
matters of infrastructure: 


America should chart a course of 
being the national leader of this inter- 


national activity to develop the moon, 
but not by spending money placing 
U.S. government people on its sur- 
face. There’s no need to spend our 
money on landers and other things 
that we’ve done before. Our focus 
should be limited to robots on the 
lunar surface that are dutifully em- 
ployed to do scientific, commercial, 
and other private-sector work. We 
need to provide the nonsurface lunar 
infrastructure and make that avail- 
able to other governments — China, 
India, and others — in exchange for 
an occasional seat on their landers. 


America Can Manage 

However, as commendable as Aldrin’s stand 
for “private-sector work” on the Moon truly 
is, his willingness to see American assets 
utilized by other nations for occasional ac- 
cess to their landers runs contrary to other 
aspects of his vision. One is left wondering 
whether his “internationalism” is a sop to 
those within NASA (and the current presi- 
dential administration) who are seemingly 
incapable of envisioning a future in space 
that is dominated by American industry and 
ingenuity. In short, if other elements of his 
vision come to pass, when the government 
wants to buy passage to the Moon (or else- 
where), there will be American companies 
ready to sell them access. 

Aldrin’s third chapter, “Your Space: 
Building the Business Case,” offers an 
overview of the opportunities for private 
industry in space, and it is a chapter that 
makes it clear that American corporations 
are usually leading the way in the develop- 
ment of such capacities. “Space tourism” 
is an element of that industry, but he dem- 
onstrates that the possibilities are almost 
endless. It is the development of launch ca- 
pacity by private industry that offers some 
of the greatest opportunities — especially 
since NASA brought the space shuttle age 
to a close. The successes of the Texas-based 
company SpaceX are an example of the pri- 


29 


vate initiatives to develop launch capacity. 
As Aldrin observes, the American space 
agency must now buy space on private 
launches if it wants to reach the Interna- 
tional Space Station: “For the first time, an 
American private spacecraft was launched 
and then was docked at the International 
Space Station.... It was a powerful message 
about innovation and private commerce in 
space and exemplified the clout of NASA- 
funded U.S. competition to help plug up 
the country’s loss of capacity now missing 
in action with the retirement of the space 
shuttle.” But the goal, for Aldrin, is to see 
private citizens on their way to Mars: 


The first Mars cycler will prob- 
ably carry only scientists — mis- 
sion specialists — on its six-month 
Earth-to-Mars journey. But when that 
ship slingshots back to Earth for its 
maintenance cycle, the interest will 
be intense.... Call me an optimist, but 
I have a strong intuition that people 
will line up for that possibility. 


The focus of Mission to Mars is true 
to its title: Aldrin and David explore 
most of the major proposals — both 
private and public — that are currently 
under serious consideration. Perusing 
this book, a reader can quickly gain a 
fairly clear understanding of the wide 
variety of efforts that are being pursued 
at present by governments, advocacy 
organizations, scientific and corporate 
groups, and private individuals, to press 
for human exploration and eventual 
settlement of Mars. Understandably, 
Aldrin makes a strong case for his own 
approach to long-term settlement: per- 
manent “Aldrin cyclers” on a trajectory 
that would function as a perpetual shut- 
tle between Earth and Mars, ferrying 
people and supplies between the two 
worlds — it is a concept that Aldrin has 
developed since he proposed it in 1985: 


The Aldrin Cycler is a cycler trajec- 
tory that travels around the sun, mak- 
ing close flybys of Earth and Mars, 
a trajectory that takes 2 1/7 years to 
complete and then repeats every suc- 
ceeding 2 1/7 years. If a vehicle is 
launched into the Aldrin Cycler tra- 
jectory, it would continuously shuttle 
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between the two planets forever, with- 
out requiring a significant amount of 
propellant to keep on track. 


However, the Mars cycler is something 
that Aldrin believes may be developed over 
time; human settlement need not wait for 
its development, and he believes that not 
even the initial exploration needs to be a 
governmental undertaking: “The reach for 
Mars need not be a governmental event.” 
However, the approach that Aldrin advo- 
cates would see human settlement begin 
with the first manned mission to Mars: 


We need to start thinking about build- 
ing permanence on the red planet, and 
what it takes to do that. I feel very 
strongly about this. This is an entire- 
ly different mission than just putting 
people on the surface of that planet, 
claiming success, having them set up 
some experiments and plant a flag, to 
be followed by quickly bringing the 
crew back to Earth.... 

I suggest that going to Mars means 
permanence on the planet — a mis- 
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Setting his sight on space: Buzz Aldrin is convinced 
that it is man’s destiny to colonize space; now he is 
trying to convince you. 


sion by which we are building up a 
confidence level to become a two- 
planet species. At Mars, we’ve been 
given a wonderful set of moons — 
two different choices — from which 
we can pre-position hardware and 
establish radiation shielding on the 
Martian surface to begin sustaining 
increasing numbers of people — not 
just one select group of individuals. 
To succeed at Mars, you cannot stop 
with a one-shot foray to the surface. 


In Aldrin’s assessment, there is little rea- 
son to spend the resources necessary for a 
return journey; crews should be selected on 
the basis of their willingness to begin settle- 
ment, and the resources that would other- 
wise be expended on hardware, propellant, 
etc., for a return trip would instead be de- 
voted to establishing an outpost of human 
civilization on the Red Planet. 

Aldrin ends Mission to Mars with what 
he calls “The Clarion Call”: “Humanity 
is destined to explore, settle, and expand 
outward into the universe.” He declares 
that this “urgently requires a rekindling 
of America’s space program,” but it 
means exploring space in a way that is 
markedly different from the endeavor 
of the 1960s: 


The space voyages beyond our 
Earth over the next 25 years will 
also motivate the next wave of 
technological entrepreneurs. The 
search for new horizons will en- 
hance America’s global leadership 
and encourage international coop- 
eration among spacefaring nations. 
Homesteading our solar system 
is a reach outward to what lies be- 
yond — and beyond to the stars. 


It is easy to find fault with aspects 
of Aldrin’s vision: It is arguably too 
optimistic about the benefits of for- 
eign involvement, and still sets forth 
too great a role for government in 
space exploration. Still, Aldrin’s 
understanding of the role of private 
industry, and individual interest, in 
space exploration and settlement is a 
powerful support for those who see 
such settlements offering new oppor- 
tunities for human freedom. And that 
is a powerful vision indeed. 
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Flag Day Pledge 


A sanitation worker in Rockaway Queens, 
New York, has made a Flag Day pledge 
to properly retire old American flags that 
have been discarded. For Ed Shevlin, it is 
his way of showing pride in his country. 

The New York Daily News reported 
that Shevlin was inspired to properly 
retire old American flags after he grew 
tired of finding flags in the trash. He be- 
lieves that the American flag is worthy of 
a proper disposal and made a pledge to 
drive anywhere in the five boroughs, as 
well as Nassau County, Long Island, to 
pick up flags that residents plan to throw 
away and see to it that they are properly 
discarded. 

“For the past 236 years, Americans have 
fought and died for our flag,” said Shevlin. 
“Tt breaks my heart when I find American 
flags in the garbage next to dirty diapers. 
Old Glory deserves better than that.” 

There are several methods by which 
flags are retired, including burning. They 
are typically accompanied by a short som- 
ber ceremony. 

“Tl see it gets a respectful retirement,” 
Shevlin said. Almost immediately after 
making his pledge, Shevlin found two 
flags in the trash and received another 
from a friend who heard of his pledge. He 
properly discarded of them. He is urging 
people to contact him on his Facebook 
page, which can be found under his name 
“Ed Shevlin,” to let him know of any flag 
that needs to be retired. 

Shevlin’s pledge inspired another friend 
of his, who works with the Eagle Scouts 
at the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in 
Kings Point, to assist. 

Shevlin’s endeavor is just the latest 
display of his kind-hearted nature. He 
has also driven his motorcycle across the 
country to raise money for charities, in- 
cluding juvenile diabetes. 


Kind Strangers 


A family in Reno, Nevada, owes a great 
deal to two anonymous people. Sly 
Woodworks owner Larry Young had his 
two-year-old granddaughter, Macy, at his 
shop. He took her outside to speak with 
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his son and noticed after some time had 
passed that Macy was missing. 

“At that point I saw cars stopped all in 
the road in front of my business, which is 
an extremely busy road,” said Young. “I 
was just expecting obviously the worst.” 

Two men had been driving down the 
busy road when they noticed Macy in 
the street and immediately stopped. They 
turned their vehicles sideways to block 
traffic, saving Macy’s life. One of them 
got out of his vehicle and picked Macy up 
in his arms. 

“As I got a little bit closer, I just snatched 
her out of his arms and actually just came 
back to the shop,” said Young. “The thing I 
regret I never even recall saying thank you.” 

Reno police are now looking for the men 
whose quick thinking saved the little girl’s 
life. “Good Samaritans, honestly good Sa- 
maritans now days are hard to come by,” 
said Reno Police Chief Matt Birch. ““We’d 
like to know who they were, too, to thank 
them and tell them how much we appreci- 
ate helping out our community.” 

Young said he fears that he will not have 
the right words to express his utmost grati- 
tude. “I probably would just hug them like 
a long lost brother or something and just 
cry,” said Young. 

According to KXII News 12, the Young 
family “is trying to reach out to their heroes 
by posting on Facebook.” They also posted 
a sign outside of their shop that reads, “The 
two men who saved the little girl in the 
road, please stop and come in.” 


Buy 1-Get 2-Give 1 

Jos. A. Bank Clothiers, Inc., through the 
Gary Sinise Foundation, welcomed home 
our nation’s troops by giving them a brand 
new suit. PR Newswire wrote, “Through 
its ‘Uniform of Success’ event, Jos. A. 
Bank Clothiers, Inc. has joined with the 
Gary Sinise Foundation to give suits to 
thousands of military veterans as they re- 
enter the civilian workforce.” 

Anyone who purchased a suit from 
Jos. A. Bank between July 1 and July 7 
received two free suits, with Jos. A. Bank 
donating a third suit to a returning veteran 
through the Gary Sinise Foundation. The 


promotion was called Buy 1-Get 2-Give 1. 

For each suit purchased, the Gary Si- 
nise Foundation received a voucher from 
Jos. A. Bank to be distributed to a U.S. 
military veteran confirmed to be return- 
ing to the civilian workforce. The veteran 
is able to redeem the voucher at any Jos. 
A. Bank store for a free suit from the 
“Executive Collection,” a retail value of 
$650. 

“We are humbled by the sacrifice our 
veterans make every day for our country,” 
said R. Neal Black, CEO of Jos. A. Bank. 
“For over 100 years, our customers have 
relied on us to dress them for success, and 
we want to make returning veterans the 
very best-dressed job candidates.” 

Many veterans are experiencing diffi- 
cult transitions from military life to civil- 
ian life, and have a particularly difficult 
time finding a job. In 2012, returning 
troops experienced 20-percent unemploy- 
ment. That is what compelled actor Gary 
Sinise to form the Gary Sinise Foundation. 
And his devotion to the military does not 
end there. 

PRNewswire.com wrote: 


Sinise also formed the Lt. Dan Band 
as a homage to the role he played 
in Forrest Gump as disabled veteran 
Lt. Dan Taylor. The group tours the 
world performing concerts for the 
military and their families on be- 
half of the Gary Sinise Foundation 
and the USO. Sinise received the 
Presidential Citizens Award for his 
humanitarian efforts on behalf of the 
USO and the foundation. 


Sinise takes particular pride in the “Uni- 
form of Success” event. 

“For the past several years I’ve been 
on a mission to boost the morale of our 
troops,” said Sinise. “Being able to look 
sharp and dress nicely can raise the self- 
esteem and confidence of these veterans.” 

He added, “Having a great suit to put on 
for a job interview can be a very special 
thing for somebody who’s spent a lot of 
time in a military uniform, and may not 
have worn one for a long time.” Hl 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Tay lor Cale d 


ye Taught the World tolear 


From History 


As an author, Taylor Caldwell cut through “cons.” In her 
novels, which were read by millions, she wove real political 
intrigue into fiction to warn how the elites take control. 


by Warren Mass 


Dynasty of Death, and 1980, when 
her final major novel, Answer as a 
Man, was published, the prolific and inde- 
fatigable Taylor Caldwell would see more 
than 40 of her novels appear in print. Dur- 
ing the 1960s and 1970s, Caldwell also 
wrote many essays, some autobiographi- 
cal, for American Opinion and The Review 
of the News magazines (predecessors of 
THE NEw AMERICAN). 
In her articles for those two magazines, 
both of which were affiliated with The 
John Birch Society, Caldwell utilized 


B etween 1938, with the publication of 
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her formidable writing skills to cham- 
pion conservative values, including the 
importance of saving America’s middle 
class, which is the backbone of our socio- 
economic and political system. In con- 
trast to George Orwell, who identified 
the totalitarian chieftain in /984 as “Big 
Brother,” Caldwell wrote, “I prefer to call 
Collective Tyranny in America — now 
so powerful — not Big Brother but Big 
Mommy.” She gave as prime examples 
of “Big Mommy” in action the public 
school system and the social welfare 
system, particularly the area now usually 
known as “child protective services.” She 
recalled how her mother was an early op- 


ponent of schoolchildren being forced to 
submit to mandatory physical exams and 
vaccinations. 

Caldwell recalled her British mother’s 
reaction to the requirement imposed by her 
school that she submit to a medical exam: 


I would go to school — without the 
blessing of Family Physician, be- 
cause we didn’t have one and Mama 
thought the very idea hilarious. “A 
country of weaklings,” she remarked. 
“They'll put up with Anything. 
Haven’t they any gumption?” 


Of course, her mother left Britain before 
that country became a social welfare state 
far worse than what had developed in 
America. 


Wrongheaded Revolution 

She also delivered her characteristically 
blunt condemnations of the “progressive,” 
even revolutionary, political and social 
movements that were rapidly eating away 
at American civilization. One of the best- 
known (and in hindsight, perhaps the most 
culturally destructive) of these movements 
was “women’s liberation” (later renamed 
the “feminist” movement). Caldwell took 
this front in the culture war head-on in 
her September 1970 article for American 
Opinion, “Women’s Lib.” (Which was re- 
printed in THE NEw AMERICAN for March 
16, 1987.) 

In her essay, in which she correctly iden- 
tified the movement as originating with the 
Left, Caldwell took a novel approach, con- 
demning the movement not because it was 
revolutionary or subversive, but because 
it would ruin what she termed the “Big 
Con Game” perpetuated by generations of 
women who feigned helplessness in order 
to have men perform life’s most strenuous 
jobs. And she candidly admitted being en- 
vious because she had been excluded from 
the con game. She wrote: “The Liberation 
Ladies would have just loved my Mama, 
who was very advanced and ultra-modern, 
perhaps even more than most women of 
today. Mama believed in rearing girls ex- 
actly as boys were reared, and no nonsense 
about the weaker sex and the softer yearn- 
ings in a girl’s heart.” 

Among young Janet’s (Caldwell’s 
given first name; Taylor was her surname) 
chores was hauling heavy scuttles of coal 
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from the coal shed into the house “in the 
rain and the snow and the harsh winds of 
a British winter.” (She was born in Man- 
chester, England, to a family of hardy 
Scottish ancestry.) 

Caldwell, being a natural-born cynic sus- 
picious of nearly all things, suspected that 
the women’s “liberation” movement was 
actually conceived by men who wished to 
con women out of their own con. She ob- 
served how women’s magazines, such as 
Cosmopolitan (though she didn’t mention 
the periodical by name), ran articles by 


shrewd, sly gentlemen who proclaim a 
woman “has as much ‘right’ to do any 
of the world’s work as men, as much 
‘right’ to a job or a career, as much 
‘right’ to be head of the household.” 
Those boys know what they’re up to: 
The real enslavement of women. 


“Women’s Lib” was among a collection 
of American Opinion articles (along with 
a few from National Review and the Buf- 
falo Courier Express) to be compiled in 
the 1971 book entitled On Growing Up 
Tough. Throughout that collection of 
memoirs, Caldwell made little attempt to 
hide the obvious pride she felt in being 
able to overcome the challenges presented 
by her Spartan childhood lifestyle. 

Reading through the pages of On 
Growing Up Tough, the reader begins 
to understand how her quite unusual 
upbringing produced a woman of such 
extraordinary convictions. At the age of 
four, her parents sent her to “an exclusive 
school for young ladies and gentlemen” 
with the warning that, should they hear of 
any misbehavior on her part, she would 
be “thoroughly thrashed.” 

She walked the mile to school each 
day in Manchester’s harsh weather, for an 
eight-hour day of strict academics. She re- 
called: “By the time I was seven I had had 
two years of Latin and one of French, and 
was reading Shakespeare’s Sonnets, not to 
mention minor poets, and had had a good 
grounding in history and geography.” 

Recognizing her entry into “adulthood,” 
her parents gave her the task of tending the 
fireplaces in three rooms. 

Caldwell described a long litany of the 
tasks she regularly performed on week- 
ends at the age of seven: “ironing, mend- 
ing, darning, snow-shoveling, grass-cut- 
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ting, glass polishing ... and homework 
and Sunday-school, and church twice 
a day. I was lucky to get eight hours of 
sleep.” 

Since her difficult, “liberated” childhood 
had no obvious ill effects on her and, to the 
contrary, produced a woman of strong char- 
acter able to stand her ground against the 
destructive forces of modern liberalism, 
why did she rail against “women’s lib”? 
Though it obviously presented no threat to 
her, personally, she was astute enough to 
understand what it meant for our civiliza- 
tion. She wrote: “The decay and the ruin 
of a nation always has lain in the hands of 
its women. So does its life and strength, its 
reverence for beauty, its mercy and kind- 
ness. And, above all, its men.” 

Since Caldwell wrote those words in 
1970, our nation has undergone a social 
revolution of unprecedented proportions, 
making her words seem all but prophetic. 
With legions of women following the pre- 
scription offered by the feminists running 
National Organization for Women and 


> 


——— 


magazines such as Cosmopolitan to trade 
marriage and motherhood for a more “ful- 
filling” career, it is little wonder that the 
type of Father Knows Best-style families 
that produced America’s most morally 
conscious and productive citizens have 
become almost extinct. 

While Caldwell spotted the inevi- 
table effect of “women’s liberation” on 
American society right from its incep- 
tion, she did not let men off the hook by 
any means. A chapter of On Growing Up 
Tough asks and answers the question, 
“What Happened to American Men?” In 
that essay, she writes: 


Again, who has unmanned our men? 
Who has made so many millions 
sickly homosexuals and weaklings 
dependent on government hand- 
outs, and shameless mendicants at 
the public troughs? Who has encour- 
aged them to cry for more Welfare 
schemes and more schools and more 
recreation for their children? Who 


Individualist: Though 
Taylor Caldwell was an 
assertive, successful 
author, she chided 
feminist ideals because 
she rightly believed 
they were detrimental 
to our culture. 
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y the time I was seven 


what you call the unmanning of 
American men?’ No, I answer, I 
believe you are.” 


ears of Latin and one of 


reading Shakespeare's 
mention minor poets, 
od grounding in history 


has turned them from manly lovers 
of their wives to unmanly lovers of 
their fellow men? 


Continuing, Caldwell protested the way 
men are depicted on TV shows — “The 
husband is usually depicted as a stupid 
halfwit, a buffoon, an ignoramus needing 
the guidance of wise, witty, and waspish 
Mama; a fool to his own children and a 
clown falling over his own feet’? — ask- 
ing, “Is there a nefarious scheme afoot to 
make them so?” 

She writes further, characteristically 
pulling no punches: “My Liberal pals 
always smile when I pose this question 
to them and they say, ‘Do you really be- 
lieve the Communists are responsible for 


No-nonsense Novels 

While Caldwell’s essays pos- 
sess a refreshing candor worthy 
of the child who cried out in the 
story of “The Emperor’s New 
Clothes,” her historical novels 
are her true masterpieces. Their 
popularity led to her becoming 
the most widely read living author in the 
world, and her works sold an estimated 30 
million copies. 

While most historical novels are written 
as fictitious tales set in a historical back- 
drop, Caldwell reversed the order of the 
genre: She taught important historic lessons 
about the age-old battles between freedom 
and despotism — her characters serving 
as surrogate lecturers teaching timeless 
principles. Her writings reveal her obvi- 
ous recognition that the republic is the best 
(perhaps the only) form of government ca- 
pable of preserving the God-given rights of 
men. And like many astute historians, she 
used her books to warn against the forces 
working to destroy the American Republic 
by transforming it first into a democracy, 


from which power seekers could manipu- 
late the masses into voting them more and 
more power in exchange for more and more 
government largess. 

One of her best works, A Pillar of 
Tron, follows the life of Cicero, the great 
Roman statesman and orator, during the 
last days of the Roman republic in the 
first century B.C. (Cicero was assas- 
sinated in 43 B.C., the year after Julius 
Caesar suffered a like fate.) 

In her foreword to A Pillar of Iron, 
Caldwell described the extraordinary 
make-up of one of Rome’s greatest sons: 


Cicero’s strongest worldly devotion 
was to the Constitution of Rome and 
especially its Bill of Rights — both 
eerily similar to our own. For this he 
suffered calumny in a Roman world 
which had begun to respect neither 
— and this too is only too familiar in 
America to all of us. He suspected the 
capriciousness of judges, however, 
and was always fighting them in the 
courts when representing a client. To 
him rule by law was an Edict of God, 
based on the natural laws of God, and 
rule by men was most terribly to be 
feared in a nation. He lived to see the 


Taylor Caldwell authored more than 40 books during her career, including Captains and the Kings, a multi-generational family saga filled with 
conspiratorial intrigue, and A Pillar of Iron, the story of the great Roman statesman Cicero, who warned his contemporaries that the republic was 


failing and tyranny would inevitably result. 
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latter come to pass in the Roman Re- 
public, and tyranny to result. 


Caldwell continued by making an obser- 
vation made by many freedom-loving 
Americans dismayed by what has trans- 
pired in our own Republic, especially 
since Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “New Deal” 
began in the 1930s: 


The histories of the Roman Repub- 
lic and the United States of America 
are oddly parallel, such as Cincin- 
natus, “the father of his country,” 
strangely like George Washington. 
Present politicians may find many of 
their private images in Catilina, and 
many of their secret desires. Were 
Cicero alive in the America of today 
he would be aghast and appalled. He 
would find it so familiar. 


So obvious are those parallels that many 
historians, especially those of the consti- 
tutionalist mindset, have made the same 
observation. Among these was Robert 
Welch, founder of The John Birch Society, 
who noted in a speech entitled, “Republics 
and Democracies” (later available in print) 
delivered on September 17, 1961: 


About thirty years ago a man named 
Harry Atwood, who was one of the 
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first to see clearly what was being 
done by the demagogues to our form 
of government, and the tragic signifi- 
cance of the change, wrote a book en- 
titled Back to the Republic. It was an 
excellent book except for one short- 
coming. Atwood insisted emphati- 
cally, over and over, that ours was the 
first republic in history; that American 
greatness was due to our Founding 
Fathers having given us something 
entirely new in history, the first re- 
public — which Atwood described 
as the “standard government,” or 
“the golden mean,” towards which all 
other governments to the right or the 
left should gravitate in the future. 
Now the truth is that by merely 
substituting the name Rome for the 
name United States, and making 
similar changes in nomenclature, At- 
wood’s book could have been written 
by Virgil or by Seneca, with regard 
to the conversion of the Roman re- 
public into a democracy. It is only 
to the extent we are willing to learn 
from history that we are able to avoid 
repeating its horrible mistakes. And 
while Atwood did not sufficiently re- 
alize this fact, fortunately our Found- 
ing Fathers did. For they were men 
who knew history well and were de- 
termined to profit by that knowledge. 


It is little wonder that Caldwell would rec- 
ognize Welch as a kindred soul in the battle 
to save the American Republic, and be- 
come a member and supporter of the soci- 
ety he founded to accomplish that end. And 
since the number of Americans who would 
expend the energy to become involved as 
citizen activists in a grassroots concerted 
action organization would naturally be tiny 
compared to the number willing to read a 
well-written novel, Caldwell’s historical 
novels such as A Pillar of Iron likely served 
to facilitate the education part of the educa- 
tion-and-action that was needed. 

Even those who were not avid readers 
had the opportunity to become acquainted 
with Caldwell’s work and were introduced 
to her storytelling when her historical novel 
Captains and the Kings was made into an 
eight-part television miniseries in 1976. 
The story of a dynasty founded by an Irish 
immigrant, it was generally believed that 
the story’s principal character, Joseph Ar- 


magh, was loosely based on the real-life Jo- 
seph Kennedy. (Though Caldwell stated, in 
her foreword, perhaps on the advice of her 
attorneys, that there “is not, to my knowl- 
edge, any family like the ‘Armagh Family’ 
in America, nor has there ever been, and all 
characters, except those obviously histori- 
cal, are my own invention.”) 

However, Caldwell did not shy away 
from recognizing that conspiracies existed 
and that certain organizations exerted undue 
influence on our government and other in- 
stitutions. After the above disclaimer, she 
noted: “However, the historical background 
and the political background of this novel 
are authentic. The ‘Committee for Foreign 
Studies’ does indeed exist, today as of yes- 
terday, and so does the ‘Scardo Society,’ 
but not by those names.” 

The “Committee for Foreign Studies” 
described by Caldwell closely resembles 
both the British Royal Institute of Interna- 
tional Affairs (RITA, aka Chatham House) 
and its American counterpart, the Council 
on Foreign Relations (CFR). Founded in 
1920 and 1921, respectively, the sister or- 
ganizations have worked tirelessly over the 
years promoting an “internationalist” out- 
look in both the U.K. and the United States, 
at the expense of national sovereignty and 
against self-interest. A disproportionate 
number of members of both organizations 
have become high-ranking government of- 
ficials (including several U.S. presidents 
and numerous Cabinet members and a Brit- 
ish prime minister) and gained top positions 
in the military establishment, business, aca- 
demia, and the media. 

The “Scardo Society” resembles the 
Trilateral Commission, which was found- 
ed by David Rockefeller the year after 
Captains and the Kings was published, a 
testimony to Caldwell’s ability to use her 
knowledge to anticipate future events. 

That Caldwell was obviously knowl- 
edgeable about the workings of such orga- 
nizations is evident from the bibliography 
and “especially recommended” books in 
the hardback version of Captains and the 
Kings. The books included Phoebe Court- 
ney’s The Council on Foreign Relations, 
Carroll Quigley’s Tragedy and Hope, 
Gary Allen’s None Dare Call It Conspir- 
acy, and W. Cleon Skousen’s The Naked 
Capitalist. Tragedy and Hope, the 1,348- 
page tome published in 1966, written by 
Georgetown University Professor Quigley 
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(a CFR member), is especially significant 
since it was a prime source cited by both 
Skousen and Allen in their books. Quig- 
ley also had a strong influence on his 
best-known student, Bill Clinton, who said 
during his acceptance speech at the 1992 
Democratic National Convention: 


As a student at Georgetown, I heard 
that call clarified by a professor 
named Carroll Quigley, who said to 
us that America was the greatest Na- 
tion in history because our people had 
always believed in two things — that 
tomorrow can be better than today and 
that every one of us has a personal 
moral responsibility to make it so. 


Caldwell’s talent allowed her to meld her 
knowledge of real political intrigue with fic- 
tion. In fact, she admitted to doing just that 
in the foreword to Captains and the Kings: 
“There is indeed a ‘plot against the people,’ 
and probably always will be, for govern- 
ment has always been hostile towards the 
governed. It is not a new story, and the con- 
spirators and conspiracies have varied from 
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era to era, depending on the political or eco- 
nomic situation in their various countries.” 
The novel itself included passages 
such as: 
¢ “Rory knew all about this Invisible 
Government which decided the destinies of 
nations, their survival or their obliteration.” 
¢ “If he had spoken to Joseph, after 
those hours in the meeting place of the 
Committee for Foreign Studies, his own 
life would have been entirely differ- 
ent.... The men of the Invisible Govern- 
ment were wiser in their understanding 
of human nature than were the men who 
cheerfully believed that humanity could 
be advanced, could be totally human. 
‘Give a dog a bone and he will happi- 
ly crunch on it and never know what is 
going on about him,’ Rory was to hear 
that day in London. ‘Nor will he care.’” 
¢ “The Invisible Government con- 
trolled public opinion over assassinations. 
They sometimes made the murdered man 
a hero — and attributed to him opinions 
which only confirmed their own powers.” 
(Since government can do little to control 
public opinion without the cooperation of 
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a pliant media, the above passage implies 
a collusion between forces in government 
with those in the print and broadcast 
media — in other words, a conspiracy.) 
The message recurred in her books. 


Her Rating in the Ranks 

Though those with conservative or con- 
stitutionalist principles are often censored 
or simply refused work by the liberal-left 
establishment that dominates in our enter- 
tainment and media industries, there occa- 
sionally comes along a conservative whose 
talent and/or popularity is strong enough 
to break through the web. We have seen 
the likes of Cecil B. DeMille, Glenn Ford, 
Pat Boone, John Wayne, Ben Stein, Glenn 
Beck, Pat Buchanan, Phyllis Schlafly, 
Richard Weaver, Juan Dos Passos, and 
others who have enjoyed great popularity 
in the arts without compromising their con- 
servative principles. 

Taylor Caldwell ranks very favorably 
among those artistic and literary defend- 
ers of our Judeo-Christian civilization 
who achieved popular and critical success 
while bravely championing freedom. 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


“Ought to Get a Medal!” 


Cleveland Councilman Mike Polenski 
was adamant when he spoke about a re- 
cent self-defense shooting in the city of 
Cleveland, Ohio. “Whoever shot this dirt 
bag ought to get a medal.... I might get a 
proclamation for him,” Polenski gushed to 
the Cleveland ABC News affiliate. 

The object of Polenski’s admiration 
was Johnny Bridges, but Bridges felt 
that his actions were natural for someone 
whose family was in danger. “Right now 
I don’t consider myself a hero.... I just 
wanted to make sure my family was al- 
right,” Bridges said. 

The incident that Polenski spoke of 
began on July 16 when Bridges’ fian- 
cée, Jacquella Lattimore, left her home 
to take her children to camp. Authori- 
ties report that she was accosted by three 
armed men, who tried forcing her back 
into her home. Unbeknownst to the as- 
sailants, Bridges was watching the whole 
scene unfold from a window in the home. 
Bridges grabbed his gun and prepared 
to defend his soon-to-be bride. Bridges 
waited with his gun at the ready while the 
men walked Lattimore to the door. Bridg- 
es quickly emerged from the house and 
fired on the men. One of Bridges’ bullets 
hit a suspect, and all three men immedi- 
ately fled the scene. The injured thug was 
taken into custody at a nearby hospital, 
and the other two men were apprehended 
by police only a few blocks away. Police 
say the three men are facing charges of 
aggravated burglary, aggravated robbery, 
kidnapping, and felonious assault. 


Hatchet Man Gets Axed 


The ABC affiliate in Indiana reported on 
July 8 that the LaPorte County Sheriff’s 
Department discovered a dead suspect in- 
side a rural, secluded home after respond- 
ing to a call of a home invasion. LaPorte 
County Coroner John Sullivan said that 
the suspect apparently died from a single 
gunshot wound to the chest. “It was a non- 
survivable type wound.... If he had been 
in a hospital operating room they couldn’t 
have saved him,” Sullivan said. 

The investigation revealed that the 
house was a rental property that was oc- 
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cupied by a middle-aged renter. Neigh- 
bors told police that the renter works 
nights as a delivery driver, and “has lived 
there about a year and is a very nice man.” 
The renter was fast asleep when he was 
awoken by the sound of glass shattering. 
The renter immediately grabbed his pis- 
tol and investigated. He found a strange 
man in the house. To the renter’s surprise, 
the intruder was wielding a hatchet! The 
armed renter yelled to the burglar to drop 
the axe, but the criminal refused and actu- 
ally began trying to wrest the gun away 
from the renter. The renter was forced to 
fire at the man during the physical con- 
frontation. The gun was fired at a close 
range, and the bullet mortally wounded 
the armed intruder when it entered his 
chest, causing irreversible damage. The 
attacker dropped his hatchet and fell to 
the floor, where he would die only min- 
utes later from his injuries. The renter 
immediately called police after shooting 
the suspect. After further investigation, 
LaPorte County Prosecutor Bob Szilagyi 
decided that no charges would be filed 
against the renter. The case appeared to 
be a textbook example of self-defense. 
Szilagyi said that the intruder was asked 
to drop the hatchet, refused, and then en- 
gaged the occupant in a physical strug- 
gle before being shot. Szilagyi also said 
both the intruder and burglary victim had 
physical marks that substantiated the oc- 
currence of a physical altercation. 

County residents cheered the renter for 
his actions. “I have no sympathy for [the 
intruder] because if he’s going to take 
the risk of going in to someone’s home, 
you’ve got to take the risk of getting 
shot,” said Tristan Dallog. 

Authorities say that the 22-year-old sus- 
pect entered the house after breaking a rear 
window. Deputies presume the house may 
have been targeted since it is so isolated by 
the woods. “It makes it very desirable for 
somebody that’s breaking in to a home,” 
said La Porte County Sheriff Mike Mol- 
lenhauer. Mollenhauer explained that a 
heavy cover of trees and brush that con- 
ceals the home to passersby is what at- 
tracts burglars. “This is what they look 
for, is places that can’t be very visible 
from the road. As you can see this one is 
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not visible from the road except for just a 
driveway,” Mollenhauer said. The flipside 
of the coin for would-be intruders is that 
rural, secluded homes typically have oc- 
cupants who know how to use guns. 

Pastor Bob Raschka of a nearby church 
was shocked but not totally surprised 
about the crime and the death of the crimi- 
nal. Raschka explained that break-ins in 
the area happen often owing to the rural 
location and the many secluded upscale 
homes, noting that homeowners know to 
take their protection in their own hands. 
“They are so far away from police pro- 
tection they take matters into their own 
hands,” Raschka said. 


Shattered Innocence 


ClickOrlando.com reported on July 
11 that a Melbourne, Florida, man was 
forced to fire his gun in self-defense 
to protect his girlfriend and his infant 
daughter from home invaders. Three 
intruders broke into his house, and the 
homeowner fired at them, hitting one 
of the suspects in the arm. USA Today 
reported that the homeowner, Mike Au- 
genti, heard his girlfriend scream and ran 
toward the front door of his home where 
he confronted several men. Augenti drew 
his handgun and fired at the invaders. 

Carissa Augenti, Mike’s sister, said that 
Mike’s girlfriend is so distraught over what 
happened that she does not plan to return to 
the home. “She’s not going to be living here 
anymore. She’s startled.... I’m just glad my 
brother was here,” said Carissa. 

Police apprehended one of the suspects 
when he was dropped off at a nearby 
medical facility with a gunshot wound. 
The injured suspect, now in custody, had 
an active warrant for his arrest, with cases 
against him for drug possession and re- 
sisting police. The police are following 
up on leads and hope to catch the other 
suspects soon. Melbourne Police Set. 
Sheridan Shelley said that based on the 
facts the police know “right now, it would 
definitely be a case of self defense... 
When you have armed intruders entering 
your home, you do have that right to de- 
fend yourself.” 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Former Fans Start Turning 
on Healthcare Scheme 


Item: Health and Human Services Sec- 
retary Kathleen Sebelius told the NAACP 
“to focus on enrolling people in the new 
health insurance program in the coming 
months,” and compared “Obamacare to 
the struggle for civil rights,” reported Po- 
litico (Washington, D.C.) for July 17. 

The secretary “downplayed the health 
care noise coming out of Washington and 
opposing statehouses across the country. 
Exchanges, she assured the convention, 
will ‘open in every state’ on Oct. I ‘despite 
what governors say.’” 

““The debate in Washington is over, Se- 

belius said.” 
ITEM: The Washington Post, in a page-one 
story on July 18 entitled “The president’s 
toughest campaign yet: Obamacare,” fea- 
tured the efforts of the director of public- 
opinion research and polling for the presi- 
dent, who is now charged with a job said 
to be harder than voter turnout, especially 
among “young and minority voters.” 

This time, “he doesn’t just need them to 

vote, he needs them to buy health insur- 
ance and, in some cases, spend hundreds 
of dollars a month for it. If they don’t, the 
new insurance marketplaces — the abso- 
lute core of Obamacare — will be filled 
with older, sicker people, and premiums 
will skyrocket. And if that happens, the 
law will fail.” 
ITEM: The president, in remarks made on 
July 18 concerning the program that has 
become known as ObamaCare, claimed 
it was already acting as a “check on ris- 
ing costs.” 

The president also commented: “There 
are still a lot of folks — in this town at 
least — who are rooting for this law to 
fail. Some of them seem to think this law 
is about me. It’s not.” 

CORRECTION: Methinks the president 
doth protest too much. Indeed, it is hardly 
a secret that he is known to personalize 
everything from the Trayvon Martin case 
to foreign policy. Indicative of this ten- 
dency, Obama — not atypically — man- 
aged to use the first-person pronouns 
“T” and “me” no less than 117 times in 
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Believable? State healthcare exchanges, which are meant to enroll the uninsured, need at least 40 
percent of their clients, according to the CBO, to be healthy 18- to 35-year-olds; otherwise, coverage 
costs will explode. Since one can sign up for coverage when needed, this might be a chore. 


a speech last summer in Ohio, as count- 
ed from a White House transcript. The 
speech lasted under 26 minutes, giving 
him a personal reference just about every 
13 seconds. 

So when the president says the health- 
care issue isn’t about him, he’s stretching 
the truth in the same fashion that he did 
when he promised as a candidate that his 
signature program would make premiums 
$2,500 lower per family. There’s one thing 
you can be sure about with Barack Obama: 
He will never be stricken with delusions 
of humility. 

Selling this costly package to healthy 
Americans will take some doing. Truth 
is bound to suffer when the point man in 
the sales effort for the administration is 
a specialist in public relations and poll- 
ing. It will be a sizeable job. A study by 
the Urban Institute, a friend of the White 
House, concluded that 13.7 million people 
are going to be forced to buy health insur- 
ance, whether they want to or not, because 
of ObamaCare. 

The pocketbooks and wallets of the 
young and healthy will be in distress when 
individual mandates kick in. The Wall 
Street Journal has reported, for instance, 
that some customers “could see insurance 


rates double or even triple when they look 
for individual coverage under the federal 
health law this year.” 

Elsewhere, top labor leaders who helped 
foist the program on the country are now 
infuriated over what is happening under 
ObamaCare. The presidents of the Team- 
sters and two other major unions have re- 
cently written to Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid (D-Nev.) and House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.). The let- 
ter deserves to be quoted extensively, in 
no small part because these labor unions 
are among those most responsible for jam- 
ming the bill through Congress. 

The letter was written by James 
Hoffa, general president of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters; Joseph 
Hansen, president of the United Food 
and Commercial Workers International 
Union; and Donald Taylor, president of 
UNITE-HERE, a union that represents 
hotel, airport, food service, gaming, and 
textile workers. 

“When you and the President sought our 
support for the Affordable Care Act,” the 
labor union leaders wrote, “you pledged 
that if we liked the health plans we have 
now, we could keep them. Sadly, that 
promise is under threat.... We have been 
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strong supporters of the notion that all 
Americans should have access to quality, 
affordable health care. We have also been 
strong supporters of you. In campaign 
after campaign we have put boots on the 
ground, gone door-to-door to get out the 
vote, run phone banks and raised money 
to secure this vision. Now this vision has 
come back to haunt us.” 

Remember, these are allies of the White 
House! They continued: 


The unintended consequences of the 
ACA [Affordable Care Act] are se- 
vere. Perverse incentives are causing 
nightmare scenarios. First, the law 
creates an incentive for employers to 
keep employees’ work hours below 
30 hours a week. Numerous employ- 
ers have begun to cut workers’ hours 
to avoid this obligation, and many of 
them are doing so openly. The im- 
pact is two-fold: fewer hours means 
less pay while also losing our current 
health benefits. 


The labor leaders have found out the same 
thing that those running small businesses 
have discovered: ObamaCare is going 
to hurt workers. A survey by the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, for instance, has 


concluded that virtually three-quarters 
of small businesses plan to get around 
ObamaCare’s harmful and expensive pro- 
visions by firing their employees, reducing 
the hours of full-time staffers, or turning 
full-time workers into part-timers. 

It was Pelosi, recall, who famously 
said that we should pass ObamaCare so 
we could see what was in the bill. Re- 
grettably, that is what happened. What 
is being found, as even big labor bosses 
acknowledge, are “nightmare scenarios.” 
(The solutions sought by the union bosses, 
it should be noted, would have plenty of 
problems of their own. Essentially, they 
want their own healthcare plans to be fed- 
erally subsidized.) 

Even some Democrat legislators on 
Capitol Hill are trying to distance them- 
selves from the program as its myriad 
problems become more obvious. As Kim- 
berley Strassel has recounted in the Wall 
Street Journal, there were 35 House Dem- 
ocrats who “felt pressured to vote with 
nearly every Republican to push off the 
employers mandate for a year. Another 22 
voted with the GOP to similarly forestall 
the individual mandate.” 

This was, as she noted, a major 


break with the White House, the first 


Americans still don’t like it: Representative Nancy Pelosi (left) famously claimed that 
ObamaCare needed to be passed so that we could see what was in it. Now that Americans are 
seeing their health insurance premiums increasing, the law’s popularity is at crisis levels. 
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time a notable number of Democrats 
have voted against core provisions 
of ObamaCare. In that regard, it was 
also a psychological break, one that 
lays the potential groundwork for 
a bipartisan coalition to defund or 
repeal the law, if things continue to 
deteriorate. This is what the White 
House truly fears. [Emphasis in 
original. ] 


The president knows his program is al- 
ready unpopular — despite the fact that 
it was set up on purpose to roll out the 
“benefits” before the costs became appar- 
ent. In fact, after the employer mandate 
was pushed back unilaterally by the pres- 
ident — who apparently thinks that only 
he is allowed to make changes ex post 
facto to the law — pollsters found that 
only 17 percent of Americans favor the 
individual mandate. When asked if they 
supported the individual mandate while 
employers got a pass, the number fell to 
a paltry 12 percent. 

Still, the president has contended 
(elsewhere among the remarks excerpt- 
ed above) that 85 percent of individuals 
with employer-provided healthcare are 
experiencing “better benefits” because of 
ObamaCare. However, as pointed out by 
Chris Jacobs of the Heritage Foundation, 
“there’s a catch — nothing in life is free. 
For example, Obamacare’s ‘free’ preven- 
tative benefits in most cases will actually 
raise costs and premiums.” 

The aforementioned personal promise 
to lower premiums by $2,500 has disap- 
peared down the memory hole. 

Then, there is another of those oft- 
repeated vows from Barack Obama: “If 
you like your doctor, you will be able to 
keep your doctor. Period. If you like your 
health care plan, you will be able to keep 
you health care plan. Period. No one will 
take it away. No matter what.” The P.R. 
crusade is unlikely to acknowledge that 
ObamaCare will ensure the opposite. 

As pointed out in a piece in the New 
York Post in early July, a number of 
major American cities are “consider- 
ing dropping health coverage for retired 
public employees, dumping those former 
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workers into the exchanges, shifting costs 
from municipal budgets to the federal 
government.” 

Continues Michael Tanner in his New 
York Post article: 


Likewise, you probably should not 
hold your breath waiting for an ad 
that mentions the difficulty you 
might have seeing your current doc- 
tor. Many insurance plans are dra- 
matically restricting their physician 
networks in order to hold down costs 
in the face of ObamaCare’s expensive 
new regulations. 

As a result, for example, Blue 
Shield of California will drop nearly 
two-thirds of the physicians in its cur- 
rent network. Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center, one of Southern California’s 
most prestigious and expensive hos- 
pitals, is not included in any plan of- 
fered on California’s state exchange. 


As the popularity of the program keeps 
leaking, the feds have been running around 
trying to plug the figurative holes in the 
dike. Another potential crack has just ap- 
peared — this one authorized by the De- 
partment of Health and Human Services. 
Early in July, as noted by the Washington 
Times, HHS “officially eliminated the anti- 
fraud provisions [in the federal health in- 
surance exchanges] so that anyone can cer- 
tify himself as ‘needy’ and get the freebies.” 

Meanwhile, in another area of Wash- 
ington, the inspector general for tax ad- 
ministration in the Treasury said officials 
in that department were “concerned that 
the potential for refund fraud and relat- 
ed schemes could increase” because of 
ObamaCare. 

This should be no surprise. These folks 
actually seem to believe they can run one- 
sixth of the economy — the presupposition 
of ObamaCare — through a bewildering 
bureaucratic maze. One government audi- 
tor recently described to a congressional 
panel the labyrinth that is involved in the 
enrollment in ObamaCare’s exchanges. 

As summarized in a Heritage Founda- 
tion blog, the route set up for determin- 
ing eligibility for subsidies “could require 
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21 different steps, involving at least five 
separate entities — the Social Security 
Administration, the Department of Home- 
land Security, the Department of Health 
and Human Services, the Internal Revenue 
Service, and state exchanges — and utiliz- 
ing a process called the Income and Fam- 
ily Size Verification Project.” 

Considering the presumptions of these 
arrogant autocrats, we’d all be better off 
if swelled heads were painful. Yet, the bu- 
reaucratic authoritarians can’t even meet 
their own deadlines — at which point they 
tell us the deadlines weren’t all that impor- 
tant anyway. That is what happened with 
the employer mandate. 

The promotional self-congratulation 
campaign is being mighty selective about 
what it is telling Americans. As noted by 
Investor’s Business Daily, the administra- 
tion says “nothing about the individual 
mandate, but talks plenty about the al- 
leged great new benefits the law promis- 
es.” As pointed out by /BD, the president 
did not seem particularly upset about the 
postponement of the employer mandate. 
That delay 


virtually guarantees that hundreds 
of thousands more people will end 
up at an ObamaCare exchange after 
their employers use the delay to drop 
coverage. 


It also helps explain why Obama 
is letting states simply take the ap- 
plicants’ word for it that they don’t 
have coverage available to them at 
work and that their income really is 
as low as they claim. Despite the fact 
that it opens the door to fraud, lax en- 
forcement guarantees more will sign 
up for ObamaCare subsidies. 

The fact is that the problems with 
ObamaCare run far deeper than the 
employer and individual mandates. 
With or without them, the law will still 
drive up insurance costs, massively in- 
crease federal spending, create huge 
doctor shortages, impose $1 trillion 
in new taxes, hurt job growth, and do 
nothing to rein in health care costs. 

This apparently is of no concern 
to Obama or Democrats. If anything, 
they might welcome it, since the 
more expensive health care becomes, 
the more Americans will be depen- 
dent on the government to afford it. 


Of course, some of us might remember 
those old promises, but they will no doubt 
be replaced by new ones — told sincerely 
of course. Talk, they say, is cheap. Per- 
haps. But it can cost the country dearly in 
the service of a leader who appears to talk 
on principle, but acts on interest. li 

— WILLIAM P. Hoar 
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Obama Speaks to Distract From Scandals 


he president’s speech to 
| students at Knox Col- 
lege in Galesburg, Illi- 
nois, on July 24 was headline 
news. More than an hour long, 
it contained enough platitudes, 
sound bites, and falsehoods to 
keep pundits busy and prevent 
them from talking more about 
Benghazi, the IRS and NSA 
scandals, and ObamaCare 
fallouts, which have caused 
the president’s poll numbers 
to plummet. It was time to 
get out of Dodge and take the 
media with him. 

In the first of three sched- 
uled talks on the economy, he 
reviewed a little history: “In 
the period after World War IL, a growing middle class was the 
engine of our prosperity. Whether you owned a company, or 
swept its floors, or worked anywhere in between, this country 
offered you a basic bargain — a sense that your hard work would 
be rewarded with fair wages and decent benefits, the chance to 
buy a home, to save for retirement, and most of all, a chance to 
hand down a better life for your kids.” 

But then, according to the president, something happened: 
“Over time, that engine began to stall — and a lot of folks here 
[in Galesburg] saw it — that bargain began to fray. Technology 
made some jobs obsolete. Global competition sent a lot of jobs 
overseas. It became harder for unions to fight for the middle 
class. Washington doled out bigger tax cuts to the very wealthy 
and smaller minimum wage increases for the working poor.” 

And then he was elected president and the light began to shine: 
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We fought our way back. Together, we saved the auto in- 
dustry; took on a broken health care system. We invested 
in new American technologies to reverse our addiction to 
foreign oil. We doubled wind and solar power. 

Together, we put in place tough new rules on the big 
banks, and protections to crack down on the worst prac- 
tices of mortgage lenders and credit card companies. We 
changed a tax code too skewed in favor of the wealthiest 
at the expense of working families — so we changed that, 
and we locked in tax cuts for 98 percent of Americans, and 
we asked those at the top to pay a little bit more. 


He took credit for the seven million jobs allegedly created during 
his administration, but failed to mention that employment is still 
down four million from the start of the Great Recession. He took 
credit for the explosion in natural gas and oil shale production 
that is igniting the economy in some parts of the country (but 
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not in Illinois). He took credit 
for slowing the cost of health- 
care with the imposition of the 
most expensive takeover of 
the healthcare industry in the 
country’s history. 

He took umbrage that the 
middle class has been ham- 
mered while the upper class 
has gotten wealthy. Actual- 
ly, the middle class in Amer- 
ica isn’t being forced into the 
lower class, it is moving into 
the upper class. As noted by 
the Census Bureau, while 
the middle class has dropped 
from 48.4 percent of Ameri- 
can families to 43.2 percent 
since 1990, the lower class 
has remained constant at about 18 percent, while the upper class 
grew from 34 percent to 39 percent. 

But that wasn’t part of the president’s narrative, and so no 
mention was made of the Census Bureau’s revelations. But 
he’s the man to right those wrongs, to repair the damage, to set 
America back on the path to prosperity: 


Reversing these trends has to be Washington’s highest pri- 
ority. It has to be Washington’s highest priority. It’s cer- 
tainly my highest priority. 


Washington has been distracted from its real job, said the presi- 
dent, “with this endless parade of distractions [IRS, Benghazi, 
etc.] and political posturing and phony scandals. Washington has 
taken its eye off the ball.” 

He has lots of ideas, some of which will require congressional 
approval while others won’t. That doesn’t matter — he’ll do 
whatever is necessary: “I will not allow gridlock, or inaction, 
or willful indifference to get in our way. That means whatever 
executive authority I have to help the middle class, I'll use it.” 
The country isn’t listening to the president. The headline from 
a July 23 Business Insider article said it all: “Obama’s Approval 
Rating Is Falling All Over the Place.” It reports that in the Mc- 
Clatchy-Marist poll, “Obama’s approval rating sunk to its lowest 
point since September 2011.” Scott Rasmussen’s poll showed 
similar numbers. Said Rasmussen: “Twenty-six percent (26%) 
of likely U.S. voters now say the country is heading in the right 
direction.... That’s the lowest level of confidence in the country’s 
direction since mid-January 2012.” 

With the help of an obedient media, Obama’s summer po- 
litical rally will likely draw attention away from the scandals 
plaguing his administration and give him time to prepare for the 
battle when Congress opens for business again in the fall. 
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